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Is Keligion Bankrupt? 


C 
‘42 OES 


~ 


NE of the last things I saw before I left the shores of England last Septem- 
O ber was a newspaper placard bearing only one item—‘The Bankruptcy 
of Religion!’ Yes, but the bankruptcy-of what religion? There are 
many things which have gone bankrupt during the last few years. A merely 
nominal Christianity has gone bankrupt. A bloodless Church has gone bankrupt. 
A pietistic professionalism has gone bankrupt. All bare formalities have gone 
bankrupt. All these have been pitilessly exposed, and their lockers have been 
shown to beempty. But Christianity bankrupt? The Christ a bankrupt? Where 
have His resources ended, and in what dire need has His sacrificial blood been 
used in vain? ; 

Men and women, I know that in the august and tremendous endowment of 
our own free will we can defy our God, and we can shut His saving power out 
of our lives. But if aman refuses to drink of a medicinal spring, have the healing 
waters failed? Is the spring bankrupt because I decline to draw its treasure? 
Has my Lord lost His redeeming ministry because I encounter Him with a stub- 
born will? Is Christ bankrupt because I refuse His wealth? 

I plead with you to consult those who have played the game. Ask those 
who live at the spring: Have the waters failed? Ask those who call regularly 
at the bank: Is it bankrupt? Ask those who have brought their sin to the Lord: 
Has His blood lost its virtue, and has His holy love lost its glorious crown? 
Bankruptcy? Why, there are people in this congregation who have been to the 
bank this morning and they have received the very treasures of grace. They 
presented their draft and it was gloriously honored. This holy money is still in 
currency ; God’s forgiveness, God’s strength, God’s consolation, God’s peace, God’s 
joy, and all the marvelous and manifold wealth of eternal love. 

; —Joun Henry Jowett, D. D. 
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-FOLKS NEED A LOT OF LOVING 


Folks need a lot of loving in the morning, 
The day is all before with cares beset, 
The cares we know and they that give no 

warning, 
For love is God’s own antidote for fret. 


Folks need a heap of loving at the noon 
time, ; 
_ Tn the battle lull, the moment snatched 
from strife 
- Half between the waking and the croon 
pbimes 
While bickering and worrying are rife. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


A ¢ 


Folks hunger so for loving at the night time 

- When wearily they take them home to 
rest, 

At slumber-song-and-turning-out-the-light 
— time, 

Of all the times for*loving that’s the 
best. 


Folks want a lot of loving every minute, 
The sympathy of others and their smile 
Till life end; from the minute they begin it 
Folks need a lot of loving-all the while. 

—Strickland Gillilan 
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THE FORWARD MOVEMENT 


Thousands of members of the Reformed 
Church are enlisting in the Fellowship of 
Intercession. This is, we believe, the first 
time in our denominational history in 
which a system has been provided by which 
we may unite in such a fellowship. It is 
the right way to begin our Forward Move- 
ment. United in prayer, we shall be united 
in service. There is no telling what the 
Lord can do with a great Church united 


in this way. 


Robert Hamilton in his youth read a 
stray copy of ‘‘God and the Gospel,’’ a 
Scottish work on giving. 
Through the influence of this book he was 
led to give proportionately.. He gave 


systematic | 


$275,000 to colleges and religious institu- 
So highly did he value 
the principles of stewardship that in his 


tions in Canada. 


will he advised all who shared in his es- 
tate to adopt the same. 


There is a demand for a Forward Move- 
ment hymn. Will the people of our Church 
who are endowed with poetical gifts help 
us meet this demand? This should be a 
stately hymn, like Luther’s, and should 
Let 
We may get not only 


breathe the spirit of the new age. 
many participate. 
one, but a collection of acceptable hymns. 
Send compositions to Joseph H. Apple, 
Executive Secretary. 


The Forward Movement Secretaries re- 
gret that they cannot accept all of the 
many invitations to speak at Rally Day 
services and other meetings at which For- 
ward Movement messages are wanted. An 
array of heralds and minute men is needed 
to meet the call for Forward Movement 
speakers. As for the Secretaries them- 
selves, Synods, conferences and an im- 
mense burden of office work relative to 
the Movement, keeps them on the mové. 
The Church is setting the pace and ‘‘step 


lively’’ is the word. 


Executive Secretary Joseph H. Apple 
has provided a temporary home for his 
family during the period of his leave of 
absence from Hood College, at 4616 San- 
som street, Philadelphia, where Mrs. Ap- 
ple and the younger children, Emily and 


BRIEFS 


Joseph H., Jr., are at home to their friends 
and where they occasionally receive the 
Executive Secretary himself. Miss Miriam 
Apple has resumed the work of her posi- 
tion as Librarian of Hood ‘College and 
Miss Elizabeth has enrolled in the institu- 
tion as a Freshman. ; 


An illuminating outline of the organiza- 
tion of the Forward Movement from the 


General Synod to the congregation has 


been prepared by the Department of Field 
Work. This, with a new edition of the 
fall program for 1919, is being mailed to 
pastors. Copies in moderate quantities may 
be had on application for the use of Church 
officers and committees. 
and thorough knowledge’ of the organiza- 
tion and plans, This will make for mutual 
understanding and progress. 


The Department of Education and Pub- 
licity has provided a supply of cuts of 


‘the little device or symbol of the Forward 


Movement which appears on all publica- 
tions of the Movement. These will be 
loaned to ministers and others for use in 
printing programs and other congregational 
literature. The use of Forward Movement 
insignia in this way will help to publicly 
identify the congregation with the Move- 
ment. The cut will be sent on application 
to George L. Omwake, Secretary, Reform- 
ed Church Building, Philadelphia. 


Over 400 pastoral charges organized 
themselves within a period of three weeks 
for the distribution of the Forward Movye- 
ment Bulletin, calling into definite and 
regular service more than 2,500 distributors 
and placing. the Bulletin at the start in 
more than 60,000 homes. Not a bad begin- 


ning. This work is difficult in some places, - 
but is going right on. We shall soon have 


the Bulletin in practically every home in 
the Chureh. Let nobody give up until this 
is. accomplished, 


Beginning this month the Church is ask- 
ed to study the great question of steward- 
ship. You have no idea how far-reaching 
this subject is. It will open up the field 
of personal economies in relation both to 
God and to the world. Join a study class 
and work through to the point when you 
will have definite convictions. There is 
no subject on which the Bible teaches so 
much and regarding which Christians are 


so much in confusion as on this. For these 
very reasons the study of stewardship will — 


be interesting and helpful. Tf you can- 
not join a 
‘Money, the Acid THEE and read it by 


Let there be wide — 


_ relations in a vivid and engaging ma n 


_ discussion of stewardship and ending : 


plies the market, ‘the suai, whiel 


class, procure the book yi 


your fireside. The study of stewardship is a 
the chief thing on the Forward Moyve- a 
ment program for October and November, ~ 


‘‘AN EPOCH-MAKING BOOK’’ 


This is what one of the leading rele ae 
journals says of the new book of David | 
McConaughy, ‘‘Money, the Acid Test.’ 
This is the volume selected by the Forward 
Movement for study classes and for ge %. 
eral reading in the stewardship campai 
now under way. Its importance is 
flected in the striking: characterization 
the author set forth in the forewor 
‘Money, most common of temporal thing 
involves uncommon and eternal « 
quences.’’ The subject is treated in a 


In eight terse chapters beginning 


‘*Tnfluencing Others,’’ ee writer runs” 
gamut of Acquiring, Spending, 
Giving, Proportioning and Accounting; 
Underlying all, of course, are the ak 
principles of Christianity. It is a 
oughly safe and sane treatment of 
ject on which every Christian shoul 
clear views and with reference to wh 


a 


he should have a defensible plan of ac’ 


The volume embodies a sound theory 
economics, — Take this, for example, i 
the chapter on ‘ Accounting’? a 
value of any and all property is contr 
ed sae three eben and the 


tive eyo in eka it 
God supplies life and raw materia 


eh 


final factor determining value.’ 2% 7h 
turn to Chapter VII and note t 
Christian ring in this: “When es 
have come to act upon the genes t 
God’s ownership of all implies our s 
ship of all, then in no servile spirit of fi bond 
age, but in the glad freedom of pe aire 
ship we will delight in administering ev 
dollar of our ineome according 
will? : a 
The book is so full of personal in 
and anecdotes that although it i 
and arranged for use in classes a 
book, the general reader will find 
taining as well as informing. 


‘The volume at. hand Iss 
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Let the Church Present Her Claims 


VERYBODY is enthusiastically in favor of the proposition that in any real Forward Movement the 
primary emphasis must be spiritual—but there are some folks, unfortunately, who mean by the term 
“spiritual” something ethereal and theoretical, having no immediate relation to the things of this world 

and the payment of material obligations. They belong to the company of those who would prefer the giving 
of alms to be omitted from the worship of the sanctuary; to them there is something distinctly unpleasant and 
incongruous in the practice of interrupting their pious meditations with the stark realism of collection plates. 
They could sit and sing themselves away to everlasting bliss if some practical brute were not always at hand 
with the gloom-spreading doctrine that “to support the Gospel at home and abroad costs money.” 


By all means let us put “first things first.” Our Forward Movement is far more than a financial cam- 
paign; it aims fundamentally at the deepening of the spiritual life. But it*is not devoid of good sense; it 
is intensely practical and serviceable; and it therefore understands that every man who is quickened in con- 
science, broadened in sympathies and deepened in consecration will as a result open his purse for larger 
giving for the extension of the Kingdom. : 


Let us not be fooled into silence by the oft-repeated cry that “the people are tired of hearing appeals for 
money.” Of course.some of them are tired; they always have been. But more money is being spent 
now than ever before; more luxuries are today used by the American people; there is greater ability to 
give and more disposition to give than ever in bstory. And in a time’of need like this we cannot be saved 
by all our prayers and tears if we fail to give. Money is indeed the “acid test”; and Jesus still sits over 
against the treasury, watching how the peopie. reveal their love or their lack of love. When you find fault 
with the financial prograrn of the Kingdom, your controversy is really with your Lord. To shy from the idea 
of “stewardship” is to shut Him out of your heart. 


Of all times, the Church must today present her claims and not hesitate to challenge the largest gifts. 
Others are wise enough to do it— and are getting results. In the great metropolitan papers, for example, 
the National Committee of Baptist Laymen is running large advertisements which “put it up” to the conscience 
and sense of justice of Americans to do really big things for the Church of God now. Here is a preg- 
nant appeal addressed “to the man who leads”: 


Eternal progress is the only hope of humanity. Doers of great deeds find their finest reward in the 
monuments they leave to posterity, in the records of their achievements which are handed down to future 
generations. 


Before the eyes of the pioneer is a vision which advances with his ever advancing desires. The progress 
of civilization makes possible the progress of the pioneer, the leader, the great industrial genius. The 


world must ripen to receive the full expression of his powers. : 


It is to this man who leads, to whom this advertisement is directed. He has profited by our stable 
national life. His service to humanity has been given tangible reward. We now invite this man to put the 
crowning touch to his genius; to show a greatness of generosity equal to the greatness of his vision. 


The Church has shown itself the chiefest stabilizing force in civilization. The need for its vast service in 

both spiritual and secular education was never so imperative as it is today. The founding of schools abroad 

+ and the Americanization of the foreigner here at home must be carried on with increasing effort. And this 
work is in accord with the heart’s desire of every truly great, every truly American, leader. ; 


c 


Others are giving their utmost, and will continue 


to give out of his bounty, and to give bountifully. One hundred thousand dollars from this man will put a 
new seal upon the title of his leadership, and assure the success of our Victory Campaign. 


Let the pioneer rise to the fullness of his power. 


generations. Let the man who is worthy of this title, 
born, act now. 


EDITORIAL ~ : 


ABUSING OUR LEADERS 


This is certainly a good time for every solid, substantial 
citizen of America to be quiet, cool-headed, patient. It is 
no time to lose our balance or to “rock the boat.” In these 
days of ferment, when so many enemies of law and order 
are at work with their insidious and incendiary propaganda, 
when one hears so many mutterings of revolution, class 
hatred, and other menacing symptoms in the body politic, 
it is most untimely to indulge in extravagant language likely 
to undermine confidence in the value of our American insti- 
tutions or the integrity of our public servants. Let the 
business of scattering the poisoned seed of suspicion, malice 
and violence be confined to wild-eyed anarchists, and let 
those who really love our flag and believe in our great 
Republic come to the defense of our laws and our Consti- 
tution with a loyalty which cannot be questioned. 

It is sad to see how many of those who ought to know 
better and of whom a nobler spirit is reasonably expected 
will lend themselves to all sorts of unworthy and scurrilous 
charges against the leaders of our national life. Courts 
and judges are maligned and the President of the United 
States is treated with contumely and contempt. However 
much we may differ with some of the policies advocated, 
for example, by our chief executive, is any good American 
justified in imputing to him a lack of patriotism and insinu- 
ating that he is a traitor to the nation? 

It is no wonder that immature and addle-brained fanatics 
in the streets are tempted to throw bricks or bombs when 
men in the Senate of the United States make such intoler- 
able accusations that cannot but hold up the chief magis- 
trate of our Republic to the scorn and hatred of the world, 
if one is to believe the implications naturally deducted from 
their wild assertions. We will do well to play thé game 
like gentlemen in a perilous hour like this. 

* OK OK 


OUR CROWDED SCHOOLS 


Reports from every section of the country indicate that 
our schools and colleges are filled as never before. This 


may be due in part to great material prosperity, but un- - 


doubtedly an important element is to be found in the fact 
that our people have had their eyes opened through the ex- 
igencies of the war to the amazing value of college-bred 
men, educators and scientists to our common country. 

At the opening of Princeton University, President John 
Grier Hibben fittingly expressed this truth in a way that 
deserves to be remembered. ‘We have learned,” said he, 
“that our university men, with their trained minds and 
bodies, their high character and spirit, furnished the nation 


its first line of defense in the great emergency. Their keen © 


perception of facts, their obedience and spirit of service, 
made them natural leaders in all activities, and their en- 
thusiasm was immediately turned to the tasks of devoted 


patriotism. They were efficient officers and daring aviators, 


They were diligent in reséarch and ingenious in invention 
in all the preparations behind the lines. 

The war also revealed that our great staff of educators 
are not the theorists that some have pictured them, but are 
practical snen of hard sense, ‘useful in every capacity. The 
developing industries of our country are turning to them to 
fill important positions in their expanding organizations. 
There is need today as never before of men with richly 
stored minds, who can think clearly and who cannot be de- 
ceived by sophistries and shams. Our country is pallings 


a man lays hold on the 
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to give, but we want some one of our national pioneers - 


Let him prove that his vision goes down through the Ls, 
worthy of the enduring gratitude of leaders not yet > 3 
i 


for men of this stamp whose convictions are grounded in 
those immutable principles which are the security of our 
national life. We must have men who come to their tasks 
in the world with an enlightened mind and an awakened ay 
conscience.” oe. 

To this it should be added that nothing can save our lan 
and the world but a revival of true religion which will em: 
phasize the duty that all men owe to their Heavenly Fathe 
as well as to their human brothers; and no school toda 
can educate satisfactorily for the needs of our time 
young men and women of America which does not ea 
religion. As a-nation we need to be called to humiliat 
and prayer, and any sort of education is inadequate whi 
does not challenge Be people to obey the holy lene of 


ee 


It is not surprising that in Philadelphia, as in “6 
objections should be lodged against the fulsome invi 
of the Mayor to Mr. De Valera, the imaginary pr 
of an imaginary Irish Republic, urging him to come to t 
city as an honored guest of the people. This grow te ) 
tice of bestowing national and municipal honors 
sorts of representatives of causes and institutions 
be carefully. investigated; and certainly the unwisd 
showing civic honors at this time to a representati 
“Sinn Feiners,” who was out of. sympathy with » 
during the war and one of whose evident purposes i 
up discord between America and Great Britain, 
questionable propriety. That these receptions to - 
have been largely under Roman Ratholie aus 
known. 

We are having not a little a fas sort af adve 
these days. Not only have the Knights of Colum 
all too many opportunities to exploit - themselves 
pense of the Y. M. C. A., but many have been gui 

“misusing Mercier,” taking advantage of the 
veneration for that brave man and unfaltering 
advertise the superiority of Romanism. The unco 
able spirit and nobility of soul manifested by the 
Belgian Cardinal has properly endeare n to us all, 
remains to be shown that the “Sinn Fei ein” rep 

; who i is making Metis foes Sneean eae fe 


fan: 2 
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THE SPIRIT OF A FIGH ANS 


In one of his superlative ad 
seid: “If a person is so cons 
value of military metaphors 
then he is too delicate for th 
militant Church back again. 
ism?’ Yes, we need that de 


that a man alee 
him, so that, fe: 
mortal clay. ee 
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exhaustless courage which broke the opposing line. There 
is nothing which the personal, religious experience of Chris- 
tians in America needs much more than that. How folks 
would get interested in the Church if the Church was only 


once more-what it was in the New Testament times, the - 


center of the most glorious fight going on on earth! People 
ought to come out on Sunday because there is a fight on. 
They ought to go to prayer meeting because there is a fight 
on. Ina word, we ought to get back to the spirit of those 
of whom it was said that they were turning the world up- 
side down for Christ’s sake, 

“One of the good things this war has done is to make us 
take sides, stop our straddling neutrality, put behind us as 
a shameful thing that shambling tolerance that obscures 
right with wrong. It has made us see that on this earth of 
ours are some things that are so intolerably wrong that a 
man cannot save his soul if he will not say so and fight— 
evils not to be conjured with sweet words, but to be de- 
feated by a militant Church.” 


It is quite true that there are some folks who would 


strike out of our hymn books such militant challenges as 
“Soldiers of Christ, Arise, Put All Your Armor On,” or 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers,” or “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War.” They prefer to think of going to worship 
or participating in Church work as a mild, comfortable, 
pink-tea affair which does not require the courage and 
temper of a soldier. - Now that the war is over and every- 
body is tired of hearing about strife and struggle, they do 
-not wish to be reminded that we are challenged to “endure 
hardship as good soldiers of Jesus Christ” ; but red-blooded 
Christians are the only ones who really achieve practical re- 
r sults and help to make this a better world here and now. 
ais Sometime ago we wrote about the importance of having 
a large attendance at congregational meetings, whereupon 
one good brother declared that a small attendance at such 
meetings was a mark of harmony in the congregation, and 
that he never had a large attendance except on occasions 
when there was a dispute or a Church fight of some kind. 
Another man said that in the history of his Church there 
was only one period when Church attendance was very 
large, and that was during a season of strife, when the con- 
gregation was quite evenly divided into two hostile camps, 


ie 

Ee one of which was seeking to oust the pastor and the ocr 
x arese in his defense. 

ser It is, indeed, a sad commentary on Church life when the 
i. size of the congregation, assembling for worship and the 


transaction of the .Lord’s business, is determined by un- 


ee war against the forces of iniquity in which all Christian 
-- men and women ought to be enlisted. It would be diffi- 
cult to avoid cynicism and pessimism if we believed that 

- such a condition were general. It is certainly high time 
sf hae 


. pearl discovered in India, and now in France, weigh- 
ig one hundred grains, is shaped like a human torso from 

neck to the knees. Head and limbs have been added, 
g ita pearl-man. Another gem curiosity is a pearl 
n sy the “Southern Cross,” partly because found in 


aL grown together in the shape of a cross—a Latin 
$s, SO making ‘it the pearl-cross. 

ow suggestive, these freaks of nature, of the Pearl- 
and the Christ of the Cross! “One pearl of great 
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wholesome internal strife and is not inspired by the great 


COMMUNICATIONS 


, but more because of its form. It consists of nine ~ 


that we recognize the seriousness of the fight in which the 
Church is engaged, and that we manifest something of the 
disposition of real soldiers who love Christ and will fol- 
low Him at all hazards. 

ik oe 


THE SACRED STAIRCASE 


During his recent visit to Rome, the editor of the 
MESSENGER was privileged to visit the famous Scala Santa, 
and was interested in seeing a number of men and women 
ascending on their knees. “The following inscription is to 
be found posted at the side of this historical staircase, 
which is located near the great Church of St. John Lateran: 

“The Scala Santa is one of the most venerable monu- 
ments in Rome. ‘It is believed to be the stairway that led 
up to the balcony of Pilate’s Hall in Jerusalem. These 
steps were consequently trodden by our blessed Lord dur- 
ing His Passion and hallowed by the Precious Blood that 
trickled down from His sacred body after the cruel scourg- 
ing and crowning with thorns. A credible tradition as- 
sures us that the Empress St. Helena caused the Scala 
Santa to be transported to Rome and set up in the Lateran 
Palace, which became the residence of the Popes. There 
it remained for many centuries until it was transferred to 
its present location by Sixtus V in 1589. It was always 
held in great veneration and many Popes and holy men 
are recorded to have ascended it bare footed and on their 
knees, meditating on the bitter sufferings of Christ. 

“The devotion of the Scala Santa is practiced by going 
up on one’s knees from one to the other of the twenty-eight 
steps, meditating meanwhile on the Passion of our Lord, or 
reciting vocal prayers in memory of His sufferings. 

“An indulgence of nine years, applicable to the souls in 
Purgatory, is granted to those who take this pious exercise 
with-a contrite heart. (Pius VII, 24 October, 1819.) His 
Holiness Pope Pius X by an autograph Rescript of Feb. 
26, 1908, grants a plenary indulgence in perpetuum applic- 
able to the souls in Purgatory and to be gained toties 
quoties by anyone who, meditating on the Passion of our 
blessed Lord, ascends on his knees the Holy Stair.” 

We have thought it worth while to reproduce this re- 
markable statement, sanctioned by the Church of Rome, 
for your thoughtful consideration. It is significant that 
attention is not called to the experience of a certain monk 
of Wittenberg who rose from his knees to denounce this 
piece of humbug so vigorously that the sound of his ham- 
mer, in nailing up the ninety-five theses, was heard around 
the world. It is worthy of remembrance that, even at this 
late day, indulgence is promised to the children of super- 
stition. Verily, Rome changeth not. She never forgets, 
and she never learns. But what do the enlightened Roman 


Catholics of America think of a practice and promise such 
as this? 


| THE PEARL OF THE AGES 
ots ; : BY DR. S. B. DUNN 


_ Two legends actounting for the making of a pearl are 
most interesting in this connection. 

The ceriterpiece of the Persian diadem is a pearl having 
this origin attributed to it: A drop of dew falling from a 
cloud into the sea was caught by an oyster and carried 
down to the ocean-bed, where a diver found it; and after 
many fortunes it was set at last in this royal crown. 
Celestial lineage and descent! 

Join with this pretty conceit a tragic theory of the pearl: 
The pearl is the result of a wound sustained by the oyster, 
causing the formation of concentric layers of wavy calcified 


f-7) 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


membrane ending finally in this miracle, the beauteous 
pearl! Celestial descent culminating in tragedy, crowned 
with loveliness! How illustrative the whole of Him who, 
not in myth but in reality, is The Pearl of the Ages! 

1. In Matchless Perfection. Unlike most precious 
stones, the pearl is innately and originally perfect. No 
lapidary’s toil and skill are needed to fashion and polish 
the pearl. So of our Pearl: “holy, undefiled, rode from 
sinners”; “neither was any deceit in his mouth”; “to them 
that believe he is precious’=—the preciousness. 

“Why is Jesus Christ called God’s unspeakable gift?” 
asked a speaker at a Home for the Destitute in London. 
“Because,” answered a poor waif, “He is so precious that 
nobody can tell how precious Jesus is.” No wonder that 
Tennyson once, pointing to a rose growing in his garden, 
said to a friend: “What sunshine is to that ‘flower Jesus 
Christ is to me.” To both waif and bard Jesus was a 
perfect pearl. 

2. In His Everlastingness. 
He never depreciates. 

A Russian nobleman was the proud possessor of a 
precious pearl. Jealous of its security, he put it away ina 
casket. On being brought out later the owner discovered 


A charm about our Pearl is, 


to his dismay that the stone had lost its lustre. It was 
clouded and was worthless. Not so with our Pearl-Christ. 
He is “the same yesterday, today and forever.” Indeed, 


He grows more precious with the years. More precious 
with experience. He appreciates with appreciation. Every 
new age finds in Jesus of Nazareth a fresh charm, a higher, 
rarer beauty and a greater worth because it knows Him 
better. As individual old age creeps on, bringing sorrow, 
weakness and loneliness, Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour, becomes more attractive, “the fairest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely.” 


- “The world its fancied pearl may crave, 
*Tis not the pearl for me; 
*Twill dim its lustre in the grave, 


THE WAY TO CHRISTIAN UNION 2 ea 


BY PROF. GEORGE W. RICHARDS, Diy, 


Lancaster, Pa., Theological Seminary of 


The question at once arises: How much can a denomi- 
nation give up and how much must it keep in order to re- 
main Christian? In other words, it is a matter of distin- 
guishing the essential from the non-essential, or the transi- 
ent from the permanent, elements in Christianity. To give 


up non-essentials would not be sacrifice; to give up essen-. 


tials would be betrayal. Furthermore, the inability to sep- 
arate essentials from non-essentials leads to confusion, and 
may end in unjustifiable concessions in the interest of union 
for mere utilitarian purposes. 

What are the essential, changeless, permanent elements 
in Christianity? The many Churches now in existence are 
both a result and an evidence of the irreconcilable differ- 
ences of view of essential Christianity in the past. The 
founders and followers of each Church were justified in 
their schism only because the new Church was presumably 
patterned, a little more closely than any other, after the 
original Christianity of the New Testament which it was 
designed: to conserve and to propagate. 

Of course, the conception of essentials varied greatly. 
For one it was an institution, for another a doctrine, for 
a third a rite, for a fourth a spirit, as for example Papacy 
or Episcopacy, Lutheranism, Calvinism or Arminianism, 
believers’ baptism by immersion or infant baptism by 
sprinkling, the inner light or the written Word. .To main- 
tain the one or the other of these institutions, doctrines, or 
rites, new Churches were organized, each claiming supe- 
riority over the other because of its closer kinship to Christ. 


If the members of these Churches still hold the views of | s 
the essentials of Christianity held by the founders, they can- 


*T will perish in the sea. 

But there’s a Pearl of price untold 
The sinking soul will save, 

That never can be bought with gold, 


Oh! that’s the Pearl for me!” - 

3. In Its Challenge to Pursuit. The merchantman of | 7 
the parable, with an instinctive eye to values and a sense of 
know-how, made it his life-business to seek the best, and 
and was willing to pay the price, even to his last possession, bas 
in order to secure this “one pearl of great price.” Hesold — 
out to buy. a5 ey 

With us, in our practical age, pearl seeking is no- 
pastime: it is a serious calling. It is the business of all 
businesses. It demands all our capital and all we can 
borrow beside. The price of finding our Pearl is self- 
denial, tireless effort, the surrender of will, the venture of 
faith, the adventure ‘of devotion to the loftiest ideals, and 
above all, the soul’s commitment to the Pearl Himself. 
Self- crucifixion is the secret of finding. Even Christ — 

“pleased not Himself,” if so be He might please God, and 
win His Bride, the Church, and win a world. Can we do rp 
les., or better? Not if we would find our Pearl. 

The best things lie about us. A mining prospector, so 
avats ago, out West, digging near his tent one nigh 


a sudden stroke of good luck he found a gold deposit 
very door. Dig and find! is the formula. Dig whe 
are! is the specific. _“The word is nigh thee, in thy mow 
and in thy heart.” The woman with the broom found I a1 
lost silver piece where she had lost it—in her own | 


So we close. Five precious Crown-Jewels have p 
under our’ eye in these brief papers: the Diamond-L 
Time-Brilliants, An Emerald-Immortality, The son 
and The Pearl of the Ages. “Rich toward God,” in 
true riches,” why. envy Creesus, or join Jason in hi 
Finding these “stones of a crown,” we have laid u 
ures in heaven” as well as treasures on earth.. 


the eer ied Church in the United St ieee 


not consistently sacrifice institutional, doctrinal 


even to their Christ.. For to give up such essen’ 
not only mar the visage of the Church, | but 
progress of the Kingdom. ; 
We believe, however, that the time bas come wh 
tians are prepared for a new definition of Chri 
definition which will as naturally lead to union 
mer conception led to division; a definition also % 
been slowly worked out in practice and thou 
theory. It has been vaguely felt in the trenches 
diers, and more clearly discerned in the school 
scholar’ Churches, therefore, will unite n wu 
sacrificing their distinctive gel, 3 as 
them. 
The distinction is now made, as ‘never b 
Christianity as life on the one hand, and as 
and institutional expression of life on the 
consists of fellowship of men with God an 
other in the spirit of Jesus Christ. It mani 
marily j in faith (ey ina Christ-like God, 
» for a Chr 


til and national life 

Apostle, it is faith, ho 

pe lee Christ i in| 
alway 


_ 
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When Christians learn to distinguish religion from theol- 
ogy, the life of Christ in men from its transient and yet 
necessary forms of expression and modes of operation, the 
Kingdom of God from - ecclesiastical institutions which 
are organs for its realization, then they need not sacrifice 
their denominational distinctions, at one time considered es- 
sentials, but they will lay them aside because: they have 
outgrown them. They will have reached a new idea of 


Christianity which as logically leads to union as the old led 
to divisions. 


To have a union of the Churches, therefore, that is not 
merely external, mechanical, and legalistic, but inward, or- 
ganic, and spiritual, men must in some way through the 
discipline of life, through co-operation in moral, social and 
missionary activity, through scholarly investigation and 
profound reflection, through prayer and meditation—all of 
these controlled by the Spirit of Christ—find the eternal 
and the essential elements of the Christian life which every 
one can comprehend by faith, practice in love, and fully at- 
tain through hope—Reprinted from “The Christian Her- 
ald,” July 12, 1919. 


JESUS AND SICKNESS 


BY THE REV. LEWIS ROBB, D. D. 


The impression among some people is that Jesus cured 
all the sick during His lifetime. At the pool of Bethesda 
He healed but one lame man. Many were left unhealed. 
Lazarus was left to die from his sickness after an earnest 
plea for help from his sisters Mary and Martha. Jesus had 
always the greater glory of God in view. If that was 
gained through the sickness, and even the death, of His 
friends He would not interpose by His healing power. 

St. Paul had a physical infirmity which interfered with 
His missionary work. He earnestly prayed the Lord that it 
might be removed, but the Lord said, “Nay, Paul, it is bet- 
ter for the glory of God that you suffer physically; for My 
grace is sufficient for you.” 

The same was true of the origin of disease. The man 
: born blind whom He saw one day raised the question as to 
¢ who had sinned, the blind man himself or his parents. Jesus 
observed that neither party had sinned, but the works of 
oe God were to be made manifest in him. Ses 
eo Lazarus, the poor afflicted mortal, was not cured of his 

sores. So in our day, as in all times, people are sick. God’s 
: saints are afflicted, often suffering much pain. We cannot 
. understand that it should be so. But Jesus has in mind 
ae the glory of God. Sickness is intended to glorify God. It 
5 is not only disciplinary to the sick one, but it means for 
, God an active participation in the work of the Kingdom. 
How can that be done by the invalid? In the first place, 
sickness throws us back upon God. How soon the soul 
fe searches out the Lord when sickness comes to the body. 
A It is an acknowledgment that back of all things and above 
¢ them is the Lord. When we are well things are ordered 
usually according to our will; but when sickness comes, 
like King Hezekiah, we turn our face to the wall and 
throw ourselves on the will of God. Then it is not our will, 
‘but “His will be done.” Jesus found the Father’s name 
hallowed by submission to His will. ae 
Then we cannot glorify God unless we have a child-like 
- spirit. For Jesus made, participation in the Kingdom of 
; God dependent upon child-likeness of spirit. Sickness 
makes us to feel our dependence upon a higher power. We 
are insufficient in ourselves; the great reality is God. 
Then, too, we are led to be thankful for what is done 
 * for us. Many a man is an ingrate until sickness makes him 
-. feel his dependence upon another person’s help. The self- 
sufficient man does not glorify God. F 
Then there is the large field of glorifying God in the 
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It is often said that the minister is a “key-man.” After 
the experience of the past few years it is correct to affirm 
that the minister is “the key-man” in the general welfare 
of the community. Early in the great world war, when 
the nation was but scantly prepared to meet the demands of 
vast an undertakiag, a constant stream of letters, circu- 
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beautiful ministries to the sick and afflicted on the part of 
the healthy ones. The appeal of suffering has transformed © 
the heart of the world. When sickness comes to a man the 
large circle of friends and neighbors are lifted out of them- 
selves and their hearts are made tender by the appeal of 
the sick neighbor. Many a home is transformed by the 
ministries to an afflicted member in it. 

Every hospital glorifies God in its ministry to the sick. 
Every asylum where the unfortunate mental sufferers are 
cared for, is a revelation of the glorifying of God. The 
Red Cross organization, which brooks no delay, which 
knows no barriers, glorifies God in its ministries of healing 
and nursing. So where suffering is relieved and the heart 
is comforted, there the will of the Master is done that the 
Father may be glorified. The Master Himself was made 
perfect through suffering. So this old world will be made 
better by suffering. 

Then, too, we must not forget that our Heavenly Father 
is glorified in the prayers offered in behalf of sufferers. 
“Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. any sick 
among you, let him call for the elders of the Church and 
let them pray over him. And the prayer of faith shall 
save the Sick’. (Jas). 5: 13,14, 15). 

Jesus prayed by the bedside of the sick. In all time 
prayers have ascended to God for the sick, parents driven 
to their knees who never prayed before, in behalf of a sick 
child; children calling earnestly upon God who had for- 
gotten their prayer-life of childhood. The direct answer 
may not be granted, but no prayer of faith is ever lost: It 
brings forth the fruits of the Spirit and the Lord’s name 
is glorified. Beautiful is the spirit of prayer for the af- 
fiicted ones of earth. The world is bound together by the 
bonds of prayer to the one true God for earth’s suffering 
souls. % 

There are some people preaching and teaching the doc- 
trine that Jesus will cure all disease if we have but suffi- 
cient faith, but the fact remains that the greatest saints on 
earth have been sufferers from pains in the body. 

We may search for the catise of disease; we may even 
lay our finger on the cause; but suffering will remain until 
our entrance into the better world, where there will be 
“no more pain.” But until that time this is the gracious 
promise, “My grace is sufficient for you.” 


Frederick, Maryland. 


- aaa _ . ‘THE MINISTER AND THE COMMUNITY > 


BY THE REV. A. C. RENOLL, PH. D. 


lars and books flowed from the offices of the government 
authorities into the studies of the ministers of our land. 
The result was that the clergymen of the nation, intelli- 
gently and sympathetically, taught patriotism, elevated the 


morale of the nation, and in nearly every community were 


the pioneers in organizing the several “war work” activi- 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


oC «t,o 


= ‘ie ; Ota pA 


———_——_——— SSsSSSSSSSMM80,0SSS—— a > 


ties. How readily the people responded! For once the 
minister was close to the life-throb of the community. The 
people respected his leadership and trusted his judgment. 
Why should not the minister be just as closely identified 
with the activities of the community in normal times as he 
has been with those that were incidental to a crisis? lf 
he has been successful in the latter, could he not be success- 
ful in the former? We think he could. In fact, ministers 
in intimate touch with their people and the interests of the 
community have preached better, inspired loftier ambi- 
tions, and saved more souls, while they were leading in the 
work of making a safer community. The ever-enlarging 
responsibilities of the ministry, in this great new day, de- 


mand a corresponding expansion of our conception of the - 


ministry. 

The minister is a Christian citizen of his community. The 
politics of the community are vital to him: He interests 
himself in securing thos: ends which under our form of 
government can only be had by electing clean men to office, 
whose duty shall be to make and enforce just laws. Will 
we ever, know how much the ministers had to do with mak- 
ing the Prohibition amendment to our Constitution pos- 
sible? More of that type of work must follow. The min- 
ister as a citizen has business relations, which, if they are 
properly attended to, will win for him the confidence of 
the men of the community. He may not be lax in his busi- 
ness methods. The often “dunned,”’ and sometimes “sight-. 
drafted,’ minister soon loses the admiration of the men 
and women who move the wheels of business. The min- 
ister must be known as a busy man, and not as one who 


LOVE ie > a eee 


BY WILLIAM C. ALLEN i eee ht P Si 


Love is the fulcrum supporting the hope of the, world. 
Love is the one great untried factor in human relationships. . 
Love is in the song of the birds and the thunders of the 
sea. Love is at the centre of the heart of God. Love pro- 
claims kinship with Jesus Christ. 

I have met many people of many races in many parts 
of the world. I have learned that if you scowl at men they. 
generally return the scowl. If you smile on them: they re- 
spond in kind. If you are impatient with them they will 
resent it. If you fear them they will fear you. If you 
mieet them with genuine frankness they will reply with open 
hearts. I have seen that as we do unto others so they ~ 
do unto us. I have witnessed the wonderful rewards ac- 
cruing to Christians when they obey the law of love that 
Jesus taught. 

There are millions of homes in civilization today where 
lightness of heart and the joy of life would reign if hus- 
bands in the midst of their anxieties would use the old- 
time gentleness with their wives, if the wives would speak 
forgiv ingly to their husbands, if the parents sympathized 
w ith their children and the children with their parents. If 
any of my readers doubt this let them, with infinite 
patience, try to the very full the beautiful and satisfying 
power of domestic love. 

When love shall become more generously the motive 
of our lives conservatives and radicals alike will find that 
the mutual forbearance and justice which it creates will 
constitute the only solvent of the hard problems which we 
are all compelled to face. Love does away with exploita- 
tion and oppression—love i is the cure for envy and strife. 
Love is not softness—it is strength—+zt often takes supreme 
courage to love. 

There are hundreds of thousands of offices and stores, 
there are gigantic mills and humble shops where the use of 
the perfectly practical sentiment of love will neutralize 
the restlessness and greed that so cruelly threaten the 
foundations of human relationships today. As a one-time 
active bustness. man I know that such sentiments are far — 
more serviceable in affairs even among men of the largest 


business calibre than many think Human interests eal 
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has time to waste. The publi schools and public educa~ 
tion must occupy considerable of his thought and effort, — 
because the schools and education are fundamental to the 
public welfare. Many other interests call for his attention — 
~-public buildings, good roads, perhaps a city water supply 
or a sewer system,—it matters not; if a thing is directly j fat A 
the public good it cannot be considered foreign to him. 

The minister is the héad of an organization—a congr 
gation—which is inseparably linked with the public wel- 
fare. His Church must be a community center where t the — 
intellectual, moral and material, as well as spiritual, inter- 
ests of the people are sympathetically dealt with, and where Bi 
the gospel of salvation is preached in relation to life. ie a ‘ 
righteousness, that is, right living toward God and men, i ¥ 
not applicable to life and capable of leavening society, it is” 
useless to preach. Salvation may be far better cae i 
in daily life and service than in dogmatic statemea a 
this the minister must lead. 

As an example to his people the minister must st 
mightily to practice what he preaches. Piety, stewardshi 
faithfulness, service, etc., will be best preached in his 
walk and conduct ; and his Lord’s Day presentation _ 
these graces will be effective in direct ratio to their rea 
in his own life. What a marvelous opportunity the m 
istry presents for living a great life! Such lives, | 
of their Christ-like earnestness and every-day-ness, ¢ 
attention, and the fruit of their labors is an —— 
tribution to the coe of God: = 


Fredonia, Pennsylvania ap a 


clash, disputes will arise, irritations wa année 
who have faith to look beyond the present stress are 
“meet opponents with asanecte and poise and « & ) 


‘lower of the Prince of Peace Hows ‘s 
sometimes shamelessly—even with good i 
failed in the application of the gosp 
unity will come when Church peopl 
other. When the Church Universal in 
_prestige and influence, shall be federated 
Christ and when she shall absolutely » 
the service of love before all earthl 
wars cease. Apprehension with resj ; 
peopes shall be appeased when the heathen 
too-grabbing Christendom shall itse 
only will the Asiatic races cease t 
pare for, the coercion of battleshi 
be exercised the loftier patriotis 
life secure, because words and ac 
eigners at home create frie s, not en 
shall apply the test of discip ae 
Master: “By this shall a 
ciples, if ye have 1 
angels once more rejo 1ymno 
shall the blood-stained earth: blossom dike 


The delightful erate of participating 
the practice of love rests with every on 
needed potentiality in the wor 
readers to indulge in sentiment 
tidings of love. I ask them 
earth and search for the 
then will they discover th 
ask them to pray 
may be made beautiful | 
sphere of love. 7 
-world—the spiri 
them - with c 
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THAT COMMITTEE ON REALIGNMENT 


< BY THE REV. PROF. WILLIAM C. SCHAEFFER 


It is admitted that the General Synod erred in adopting 
four amendments to the Constitution at a special meeting 
instead of a stated meeting. One other count should be 
added to that indictment. If the minutes are correct, the 
General Synod failed either to take or record a two-thirds 
vote in favor of the amendments, as required by Article 119 
of the Constitution. 

On the matter of the realignment of the boundaries of 
the District Synods, we are told that as yet the General 
Synod has taken no definite action, and hence cannot have 
violated the Constitution. Just there is where I beg leave 
to differ. In the appointment of a committee, looking to 
the general disruption of all the. Synods, the General 
Synod has taken a very far-reaching action, which in my 
judgment is contrary to the spirit of the Constitution, if 
not to its very letter, as the following considerations may 
show :— 

1. It may not be out of place, first of all, to recall a few 
facts from our‘ecclesiastical history. The District Synods 
existed before the General Synod was:born. At first there 
were only two Synods, the Synod of the United States and 
the Synod of Ohio, existing independently of each other. 


Synod into existence. As a consequence, the General Synod 
_ from the beginning had such authority as was delegated to 
it by the District.Synods. From time to time new power 
was given to it by constitutional enactment, but throughout 


“3 : 
‘ its entire existence it has had only limited authority. At 
-_-no time did it have unlimited authority to do what might 


= seem good to the majority of delegates at any one time. 
~ It can do only what has been delegated to it by the Con- 
stitution. iS 

es. 2. Another fact needs to be remembered. According 


__. to the genius of our ecclesiastical government, each judica- 
tory has always had the right to preserve its corporate 
existence inviolate. A District Synod cannot divide a 


Classis without its consent (Art. 103). The General Synod 
cannot divide a District Synod without its consent (Art. 
--:114). In this respect our ecclesiastical Constitution is €x- 
—. actly like that of the United States. Section 3 of Article 4 
of the Federal Constitution provides, “New States may be 
admitted into this Union; but no new State shall be formed 
or erected within the jurisdiction of any other State; nor 
any State be formed by the junction of two or more States, 
or parts of States, without the consent of the Legislatures 
~ of the States concerned, as well as of Congress.” Anyone 
can readily see the resemblance between this provision and 
that in Article 114 of the Constitution of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. ; 

3. Now, with this history back of it, and with these 
reservations in the Constitution, can the General Synod 
- legitimately and lawfully inaugurate a movement looking 
- to the general disruption of the District Synods, the realign- 
ment of their boundaries, and the erection of new Synods 
out of the territory of the Synods as now constituted ? 
_ My contention is that it cannot do so, without violating 
the spirit of the Constitution as well as all our past tradi- 
tions. Suppose Congress should appoint a committee to 
divide the several States of the Union with a. view to a 
otally new alignment of our national domain into new 
States? Would not the very appointment of such a com- 
- mittee be a revolutionary act, likely to lead to bloodshed 
ie. ; | 


aN “3 man can produce great things who is not thoroughly 
re in dealing with himself —Lowell. 


y by bettie. honor and duty ahead of safety shall 
“erect before the world, high of heart and the 
our own souls.—Roosevelt. 
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In 1863 these two Synods united in calling the General 
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and war? But in what particular is the recent action of 
General Synod different? 

4, But we are reminded of the fact that there were sev- 
eral Synods which overtured General Synod to appoint a 
committee to work out a plan for the realignment of the 
several Synods. Supposing we grant that the General 
Synod had a right under the Constitution to appoint such 
a committee to look into the realignment of the Synods in 
question, where does the authority come from to invest that 
committee with power to inaugurate a movement for the 
disruption of all the Synods? Was it not in the first place 
a piece of impertinence on the part of the two Synods in 
question to ask the General Synod to take such action with 
reference to all the other Synods? It was very much as if 
Rhode Island and Connecticut should unite in petitioning 
Congress to inaugurate a movement for the disruption of 
Texas and California—just as irregular and just as imper- 
tinent. For persons, living on the outside of any particu- 
lar Synod, and not members of it, to begin a movement for 
its division and reorganization, is so full of possibilities of 
mischief that no condemnation can be too severe. ; 

5. Another point of which just complaint may be made 
is found in the fact that the General Synod ordered said 
committee to report its conclusions to the District Synods 
and not to itself. It thereby at least seems to have added: 
its sanction to the findings of that committee beforehand; 
and it thus compels the Synods to take into consideration 
the action of that committee, no matter how unwise it may 
be. This, I think, is unfair, and, to say the least, irregu- 
lar. In a matter of such moment, the committee should 
have reported to the next meeting of the General Synod 
itself ; and the finding of a, committee of such importance 
should not have been sent down to the Synods and Classes 
without the opportunity for discussion on the floor of the 
General Synod itself. That would, of course, have requir- 
ed a little more time; but, as in the case of the four amend- 
ments, less haste might have resulted in more speed. 

6. Finally, we are told that “the latter part of Article 
114 of the Constitution does not seem to prevent the Gen- 
eral Synod from taking the initiative in formulating plans 
for the realignment of Synodical and Classical boundaries.” 
My reply is, neither does it authorize the General Synod to 
take the initiative in a process for the disruption of the 
existing Synods. Said article does make provision for the 


‘dividing of the territory of a Synod or of Synods. It con- 


ceives the process by which this is to be done, as starting 
below, with the people, through their Classes, and from 
within the bounds of the Synod or Synods to be divided. 
There is not the remotest hint, either in that article or in 
any other part of the Constitution, that the initiative may 
come from without the bounds of the Synod to be divided, 
or that it may be pressed down upon the Synod front above 


by an action of the General Synod. To start such a move- 


ment for the division of a Synod from within, from the 
people, through the Classes, is the democratic way. “For 
a small coterie, who may be on a committee or a com- 
mission, to start such a movement from without, and then 
get General Synod, in a moment of emotional tension, to 
send down the scheme from above, is the aristocratic way. 
I am persuaded that the Reformed Church is still demo- 
cratic to the core, governed: by the many, not manipulated 


by a few. 


» 


Moderation is the silken string runuing through the pearl 
of all virtues.—Bishop Hall. 


To help another you must be near enough to catch the 
heart-beat—Evangeline Booth. 
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THE WAYSIDE POOL 


Oh, I was dusty with the road 
And very tired my feet, 
For I had come a long, long way 
And missed things that were sweet. 
The long, long way had been to me 
As lessons learned in school, 
But I found my youth again one day 
In the depths of a wayside pool, 


The waters were so pure, so sweet, 
They stirred at once my heart; 

I felt a little green leaf come, 
A bud began to start. 

I smelt some mint, I heard a bird, 
And laughter of a child— 

Then I returned the long, long way 
To musie sweet and w ild. 


The wisdom of life’s school was gone, 
And I found in its place 

The heart of a child I used to know— 
The spell of the wildwood’s grace. 

All hope and joy were mine once more, 
All banished doubt and pain, 

By the pool I knew in my childhood’s 

days— 
The pool down the wayside lane. 
—Isabel Parker, in New York Times 


» 
AT EVENING TIME IT SHALL BE 
LIGHT 


How beautiful never to say the day of 
life is done till the evening shadows fall 
and the Master’s voice is heard, calling, 
‘¢Well done; come up higher.’’ A friend 
said to a hero, ‘‘You have labored long; 
now is your time to rest.’’ The reply was, 
“‘Rest? Why rest here and- now, when I 
have a whole eternity to rest in?’’? In 
the morning of the eternal day, labor will 
be rest and activities without weariness. 
Schleiermacher says: 

<¢T will keep my spirits withont flagging 
to the end of my days. The fresh courage 
of life shall never \forsake me. What 
gladdens me now shall Pa a me always. 
My will shall continue 
ation vivid. Nothing shall snatch from me 
the magic key which opens to me those 
doors of the invisible world which are fill- 
ed with mystery, and the fire of love in 
my heart shall never grow dim. I shall 
never experience the dreaded weakness of 
old age. I will treat with noble disdain 
every adversity which assails the aim of 
my existence, and I promise myself eternal 
youth.’’ 

How beautiful.when the last change is 
like that of the transition from daylight to 
the long evening twilight. The day’s work 
is done, the coming glory of the radiant 
clouds hovers over the brow of the king 
of day; gorgeous colors illuminate the west- 
ern windows of the soul. Surely the even- 
ing time of life is full of gentle tender- 
ness and restfulness. Energetic action is 
of *the day; quiet repose, of the evening. 
Your influence and labors are bequeathed 


to the world, your happiness is in what you ° 


are and what you have done for others, 
and in the hope of what you shall be 
among immortals. Is not the evening time 
the most blessed part of the day? It, is 
not like the mirage, having the appearance 
of invitine” waters which, in reality, are 
only shining sand to the thirsty one. The 
faithful follower finds more than he hoped 
for, a fullness of flowing waters in the 
wilderness of life. 

Hope is not elusive when it is inspired 
by the spirit of the living God. Recollee- 


rm and my imagin- | 
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tions of sins, mistakes and sufferings do 
not bring darkness when we can associate 
with them the Father’s forgiveness, the 
Saviour’s sacrifice. It is thus that memory 


inspires thankfulness and joy. Age is 
therefore a ‘continued summerland, an 
afterglow of the day of life. Cares and 


perplexities and toils have passed, while 
the soul is resting in the harvests of peace 
and plentifulness. We never see death 
when we are gazing upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ—Rev. Edwin Whittier Caswell, in 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 


A LITTLE SEED 


(A recitation for eight children) 
I had a seed; ’twas small and round; 
I planted it beneath the ground. 


God sent His rain and sunshine, too, 
And soon a blade came peeping through. 


How joyfully I watched it grow, 
When fresh green leaves began to show! 


At first a bud; then, one glad hour, 
I saw a beautiful, bright flower! 


I had a little seed of love, 


A gift from our dear Lord above. 


I dropped it in a heart one day; 
God’s blessing was the quickening ray. 


Like dewdrops soft and gentle rain, 
God’s Spirit came, and not in vain. 


Some happy day, we ’ll surely know 
What harvests from good seeds will grow. 


—E, E, Hewitt _ 


THE A BC OF THE LEAGUE OF 
NATIONS 


‘By Dr. Frank Crane 


1. What is the League of Nations? 

2. A union of the strongest civilized na- 
tions formed at the conclusion. oe the grein 
wal. 

2. What is its object? 

A. First, to promote the peace of de 
world by agreeing not to resort to war. 
Second, to deal openly with each other, not 
by secret treaties. ‘hird, to umprove in- 
ternational law. Fourth, to co-operate in all 
matters of common concern, 

8. Does it presume to end war? | 


A. No more than any government can 


end crime. 
of war. 

4. What will be done to any nate ees 
makes war? 

A. It will be boycotted and otherwise 
penalized. 

5. How else will the probability - war 
be lessened? > 

A. By voluntary, mutual and Per Se 
ate disarmament; by exchanging military 
information, by providing for arbitration, 
by protecting each nation’s territorial in- 
tegrity and by educating public opinion to 
see the folly of war. : 


It claims to reduce the liability 


6. What else does the League propose to tee h 


do for mankind? 


A.-(1) Secure fair treatment for ahs 
(2) Suppress the white slave tay = 
sale of dangerous drugs, and the tra: 
war tet foes Control ds 


A Council of Nine. 
“eral. 


A. Some one nation designa’ 


_ trust,’’? and in selecting a man 


if we had had this League? _ 
ls 000,000 lives Sap ee 000. 


Cross, and (5) Establish international bu- 
reaus for other causes. that concern the ¢ f 
human race. 

7. Who are the charter members of the 7 
League? 

A. The United States of America, Bel- — 
gium, Bolivia, Brazil, British Empire, Can- 
ada, Australia, South Africa, New Tenia 
India, China, Cuba, Czecho-Slovakia, Heu- — 
ador, France, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Bee 
Hedjaz, Honduras, Italy, Japan, Liberia, ea 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Poland, Portus one 
gal, Rumania, Serbia, Siam, Uruguay and 
the following states which are invited t 
aceede to the covenant: Argentine Repu ; 
lie, Chili, Colombia, Denmark, Netherlands, 
Norway, Paraguay, Persia, Salvador, Sp 
Sweden, Switzerland, Venezuela. ; 

8. What other nations may join? — 

A. Any self-governing State which 
agree to the rules of the League, oe 
the League accepts Ais 

9. What agencies will the League 

A. (1)-An Assembly, composed of 
sentatives of all the member nati 


look after colonies, ete. (5) AF 
Commission, for military questions. - 
Various International Bureaus, such ¢ 
Postal Union, ete. (7) Mandatat 

10. What i is a Mandatary? 


League to attend to the welfare o “a 
ward peoples residing in eoloni 
Central Empires, or in torsitoaia 
from them.’’ This: is to be a5 


wishes of the BRODIE of the ar 


he Does the League mean 
tion? 

A. No. It interferes in ‘no 
nation’s sovereignty, except. 
power to attack other nations. 

12. Can any nation withdray 4 
wishes? 

K. Yes. The League is ad 
co-operative, not coercive. 

18. Does the ‘League put 
justice and national honor‘ 

A. No. It puts reason ef 

14, Does not the League 
constitutional ziehh of Congress t to de 
war? 

‘A: No. -The League. can ad 
Congress alone can tees war 


the world. i 
16, Does it. not “inte 


"A. No. igh is a aie 
any treaty we please. : 
17. Would we have had th 


A. No. That War cost » 


Brgstl ght. 


i It is the greatest 
the history of zie 
yt anys 
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TWO-MINUTE STEWARDSHIP STORIES 
Tit 
THE SQUATTER 


The sun was hot, and Sam Hunsch took 
out his big red kerchief and wiped his 
forehead.. He had traveled far that day— 
he and the two horses and his covered 
wagon. The open plains had afforded but 
little shelter from the sun, and Sam had 
been glad when they had reached the foot 
hill country. Here, near the setting of the 
sun, he had come upon a place where he 
hoped to stay and try his fortune. There 
were but few other settlers in that region, 
and Sam Hunsch told himself that he 
would be one of them. That night he slept 
by the side of his wagon, sounder than he 
had for many a night. Here was to be his 
home. Should not a man sleep well on his 
own ground? 

The next morning Sam rose early, and 
started planting his stakes, so that he 
might register his land at the nearest land 
office as soon as possible. He had not gone 
far, however, when he came across other 
stalees, set up some time before by some 
One else. This land was already registered 


: 


, 


at the land office by another man. Instead’ 


of recognizing the other’s ownership, Sam 
merely pulled out the stakes, and put his 
own in their place. After staking off all 
that he thought he could work for himself, 


he registered his claim. 

A few days afterwards the first possessor 
of the land put in his appearance and chal- 
lenged Sam’s claim. Sam, of course, dis- 
puted his right to the land, but the office 
showed that the land had been registered 
the day before Sam arrived, and Sam was 
only a squatter on some one else’s land. 
The force of the law was invoked, and he 
was obliged to vacate and seek another 
4 _ _ home to call his own. P 
‘al ‘Por the land is Mine,’’ said Jehovah 
to the children of Israel when they° took 
Canaan. He loaned the land to them. No 
Jand in-any part of the world is’ other. 
wise than God’s, any more than is the sea 
or the air. He created it. He sends His 
sunshine and rain to bring forth the grass 

and fruit and crops. If we do not recognize 
His ownership we are but ‘‘squatters,’’ to 
be displaced at His will, as He put out 
-. _Tsrael from ‘‘My land which I have given 
ee them.’ H. S. H. 


: A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD’S 
o> 7... -REBUILDERS 

a We send them off to school again to-day, 

_ This cool September morning. All the 

: street ; 

Ts musical with patter of small feet, 

And little, shining faces all the way 

Seem wayside posies fer our smiles to 
wos greet. — 


] ‘wonder if they e er guess or know 
With what strange tenderness we watch 
them go? 


Just children on their way to school again? 

_ Nay, it is ours to watch a greater thing— 

These are the World’s Rebuilders, these 

must bring | 

der to chaos, comforting to pain, 

And light in blasted fields new fires of 
=. “spring. 


r Lord, Thy childish hands were weak 
and small, 

had they power to clasp the world 
 withal, , : 
Grant these, Thy little kindred, strength 
have so much to learn, so much to do! 
ss Theodosia Garrison, 

tare ood Housekeeping 


Saray 


Lar 


f ; 
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he betook himself to the land office, where 


TRAVEL STORIES FOR THE YOUNG 
FOLKS 


A VILLAGE VISIT 


Rangeley Lake House, 
Rangeley, Maine, July 11. 
My Dear Little Stay-at-Homes: 


The next morning we took a walk to the 
village. Just after crossing the little 
bridge, the most beautiful cat sprang from 
out the tall grass. A magnificent creature 
she was with her bushy orange fur and 
superb curling tail, She ran across the 
street and up a high embankment to the 
lawn of a doctor’s home and lay down on 
the porch. 

The children were tempted to follow, but 
that was out of the question. So we stood 
gazing at her, anxiously wondering if she 
would come out again. Just then, a very 
dear lady came out of the house and greet= 
ed us by saying, if we so much admired the 
mother cat, perhaps we should like to 
come in and see her nest of five little 
kittens. What a surprise and how anxious 
we were to go! 

~They were the pure French Angoras. 
Have you ever seen any? ‘They are the 
most handsome of cats; strong, intelligent 
and the most playful of all animals. Some 
of them weigh 24 pounds and some are 
valued as high as $4,000 by their owners. 

The kittens looked so cunning with their 
silky hair and long curling tails. One was 
a pure white, with the most approved shade 
of blue eyes. Another was a most perfect 
‘lavender hlue’’ with golden eyes; two 
were orange with white breasts and the 
other was gray. What a happy family 
when the big watch dog was not near. 
Naturally, the children could not refrain 
from handling and petting them; and some- 
times, perhaps, they accidentally held them 
tighter than they should, for the kittens 
in turn scratched their hands. But kittens 
do not like to be mauled at any rate. The 
mother cat proved herself of aristocratic 
tendencies. She had beautiful manners 
and was endeared with many human qualli- 
ties, such as discrimination and memory. 

We could scarcely tear ourselves away 
from them, as we were very much at home 
with the Angora family and their owner, 
the doctor’s wife. The Angoras had been 
presented to her, and best of all, she said 
we could have one to take home if we de- 
sired. Wasn’t that kind of her? 

At last, forcing ourselves away, with a 
cordial invitation to call whenever we 
could, we hurried along on our shopping 
expedition. 

We visted some of the little stores. In 
the Kodak store were many beautiful pic- 
tures of the surrounding places, painted 
by ‘the artists who came here. It was 
very hard to choose which we liked best. 
The white birch tree is a particular sub- 
ject for artists. Also the Rangeley (Cas- 
eade. 


Then we visited the taxidermist’s. All 
kinds of mounted birds and squirrels looked 
just as natural as in the fields, for many 
of them were perched on limbs of trees. 
All sizes of moose heads were hanging on 
the wall. Large seal skin coats, caps, gloves 
and finest black fox furs were also dis- 
played. The Indian shop was quite an in- 
teresting place. The Indians, at work weav- 
ing baskets, looked very wrinkled and old 
and DeVon informed me that they were 
the first Indians found in America. How 
much authority he claimed for the state- 
ment, I don’t know. But he was very 
anxious to have one of those bows and 
arrows made by the Indian, as well as a 
lietle birchbark canoe. Here we also found 
Indian moceasins made of doe skin and 
beaded elaborately; all different shapes 
and sizes of birehbark baskets; all kinds 


of bead work, hand bags, strings of wam- 
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pum, arrow heads, and many pretty trin- 
kets made our of reed and birchbark. It 
was really astonishing how many novelties 
they made from the birchbark. 

Back of the village, at a little distance, 
the children spied a bed of cattails grow- 
ing by the lakeside. Before we knew it, 
they were off in a flash. Have you ever 
played with cattails? Made dolls and ani- 
mals and all sorts of things out of them? 
If you have, you know how anxious these 
children were to gather them. 

After luncheon, Uncle Lonzo took us ali 
down to camp. This time we found every- 
thing nicely cleaned and in order, Aunt 
Mary got out all her lace curtains and soft 
silk draperies. Then we all helped arrange 
them, making it look very attractive, home- 
like and cozy. In a little while you would 
have doubted that the house had ever been 
empty. The draperies were hung and the 
curtains at the windows gave an entirely 
different appearance. ‘The dull shaded 
lamp stood on the wicker table, on a large 
center rug. Cushions made the couch more 
comfortable, while the logs cracked merrily 
on the hearth. 

Once again the panelled door stood open; 
once again the hammock hung on the shady 
piazza, and the rockers stood in their old 
familiar places and once again the win- 
dows opened onto a little flower garden 
to the east. 

A row of sweet peas divided this garden 
from the underbrush. But each child had 
a part for their own garden and ‘they want- 
ed to plant their flowers to-day. So many 
young spruces and cedars around, they 
each wanted a spruce tree in the middle, 
After planting their flowers, Bettina 
thought she would transplant some wild 
strawberries in hers, so next summer she 
could have larger berries. Hach had a tiny 
hoe, rake and spade, and what fun they 


thought it was to dig in that black, rich 


ground and find big, fat worms. They 
played in their gardens until almost time to 
go back to the Lake House. 
Au revoir, dears, 
S. Elizabeth Landis 
(To be continued) 


AT THE PEACE TABLE 
Who shall sit at the table, then, when -the 
' terms of peace are made— 

The wisest men of ‘the troubled lands in — 
their silver and gold brocade? ; 

Yes, they shall gather im solemn state to. 
speak for each living race, 

But who shall speak for the unseen dead, 
that shall come to the council place? 


Though you see them not and hear them. 
not, they shall sit at the table, too; 
They shall throng the room where the peace 

is made and know what it is you do; 
The innocent dead from the sea shall rise 
to stand at the wise man’s side, 
And over his shoulder a boy shall look—a. 
_ boy that they crucified. 


You may guard the doors of that council: 
hall with barriers strong and: stout,- 

But the dead unbidden shall enter there,. 
and never you’ll shut them out. 

And the man that died in the open boat,. 
and the babes that suffered worse, 
Shall sit at the table when peace is made- 

by the side of a martyred nurse, 


You may see them not, but they’ll all be 
there; when.they speak you may fail 
to hear; 

You may think that you’re making your 
pacts alone; but their spirits will hover 
near; 

And whatever the terms of peace you make 
with the tyrant whose hands are red, 

You must please not only the living here, 
but must satisfy your dead. 


—Edgar A. Guest, in ‘‘Brotherhood’’ 
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= NEWS IN BRIEF | 


SON OE 


MEETINGS OF THE SYNODS 


Pittsburgh, Jeannette, Pa. (Grace), 
Rev. Dr. J. M. Runkle, pastor. Oct. 
Ohio, Dayton, Ohio (Trinity), Rev. 
George T. N. Beam, pastor...... Oct 7 
Eastern, Allentown, Pa. (Salem), 
Rev. Dr. J. M. G. Darms, pas- ; 
COTA cpersan piso te ates ae eee ais Oct. 13° 
Potomac, Hanover, Pa. (Trinity), he 
Rev. Dr. M. J. Roth, pastor...Oct. 27 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. E. R. Hamme, from Zelienople, Pa., 
to Reistertown, Md. 

Rev. R. F. Main, from Larimer, Pa., to 
Brunswick, Md. ; 

Rev. F. W. Brown, from Freeburg, Pa., 
to Lewisburg, Pa- 

Rev. L. A. Peeler, from Newton, N. C., 
to Kannapolis, N. C. 

Rev. H. K. Hartman, from Appleton, 
Wis., to R. R. 1, Campbellsport, Wis. 

Rev. J. D. Hunsicker, from Rebersburg, 
Pa., to Petersburg, Ohio. 

Rev. M. L. Firor, from Sabillasville to 
Burkittsville, Maryland. 

Rev. George A. Dreibelbies, from New 
Bedford, Ohio, to’ No. 2033 American ave- 
nue, Wesleyville, Erie, Pa. 

Rev. Frederick A. Sterner, from Schuyl- 
kill Haven, Pa., to Twenty-fourth and Cum- 
berland streets, Mt. Penn, Reading, Pa. 

Rev. George A. Dreibelbies has resigned 
his pastorate at New Bedford, Ohio. 

What are you doing for the Fellowship 
of Intercession? 

Rev. H. A. Fesperman, of North Carolina 
Classis, spent his vacation at Black Moun- 
tain and returned to his work October 1. 

Rev. J. E. Smith, D. D., filled the pulpit 
of Rev. Robert F. Reed at Freemansburg, 
Pa, September 21. 

Rev. J. A. Reber, Newburg, Pa., has been 
visiting his daughter, Mrs Calvin 8. Boyer, 
Doylestown, Pa. 

Elder H. E. Paisley, of Trinity Church, 
Philadelphia, delivered a splendid address 
at a Good Citizenship meeting in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., September 8. 


The address of Rev. W. S. Harmon is 


changed to East Springfield, Ohio, and of - 


Rey. L. C. T. Miller to 2014 Transit avenue, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Hawk, of Omaha, 
Neb., were called recently to West Unity, 
Ohio, by reason of the death of Mrs. 
Hawk’s father. ae 

Springfield, Ohio, Charge would like to 
‘secure a permanent pastor, Anyone inter- 
‘ested cam address Mr. W. H. Siegfried, 
‘Springfield, Ohio. 

Rev. M. E. Beek, of Grace Chureh, Chi- 
eago, Ill., and his family, are now very 
comfortably located in their new ‘home, 
2755 Jackson Blvd. y 

Professor C. E. Meyers, of Franklin and 
Marshall College, Laneaster, preached in 


St. John’s Church, Allentown, Pa., last 
Sunday. 
Rey. Clark-W. Heller, of Fairfield, Pa., 


preached last Sunday evening in Zion 
Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. Simon Sipple, 
pastor. 

Miss Pearl Trexler, daughter of Rev. P 
M. Trexler, D. D., and Joseph M. Smith, of 


‘John B Swartz, 
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Sunday School, Lebanon, Pa., spoke 
the annual Rally Day at Trinity Sund ; 
School, Palmyra, George W. Bowman,-su- 
perintendent. He also addressed the Heidel- 


berg League, C. W. Bachman, presidémt. 


Port Tampa ‘City, Fla., were wedded Sep- 
tember 4 at Salisbury, N. U., by Rev. C. C. 
Wagoner. 

Revs. Elmer L. Coblentz, of Carlisle, and 
H. H. Rupp, of Steelton, Pa., are heading 
a rural survey under the Interchurch World 
Movement of their counties, Cumberland 
and Dauphin, respectively. 

Rev. W. F. Ginder, pastor of ‘Christ 
Church, Pittsburgh, was hurried to the 
Pittsburgh Hospital on September 14. The 
next day he was operated on for appendi- 
citis. He is making a rapid recovery. 

The Cetronia Union Church had a Wel- 
come Home service for 23 of its members 
who are home again from the World War 
The two pastors, Rev. F. A. Guth and Wm, 
Kopenhaver, took part. 

‘¢The Marks of True Religion’? and 
‘‘The Bargaining Spirit versus the Spirit 
of Service’’ were the themes of Dr. E. EH. . 
Kresge in Dubbs’ Memorial: Church, Allen- 
town, last Sunday. 


wi Rev. =D. GBS Laudenslager, the faithful 
pastor of Womelsdorf, Pa., Charge, has re- 
signed to accept a call to Schwenksville, _ 
Pa. He will enter upon his new “Work No-_ 
vember 1. A 

The W. M. 8. of ‘Sycamore Church, Rev. 
pastor, has started its 
course on ‘‘Christian Americanization,’’ 
under the leadership of Mrs. Frank Hart-— 
shuk. 


Girls from 9 to 12 years of age have 
become organized in a class studying the 
book, ‘‘Winning the Oregon Country,’’ 
taught by Florence M. Holben, of St. An- 
drew’s Church, Allentown, Pa. 


‘Christian AmerYicanization’’ is the 
course of: study in the W..M. 8. of St. 
John’s Church, of Butler Township, Rev. 
V. A. Ruth, pastor, Mrs Mae Eberhart is 
the leader of the society 

Earnest endeavor in Mission Study fur- 
nishes. adequate equipment for engaging 
ourselves in the Forward Movement. It is 
hoped that more fall classes will be organ- 
ized and that they will make their ae 
to the Mission Study Department. 


The consistory of Christ Churels Beght a 
Pa., Rev. W. U. Helffrich, pastor, has es- 
tablished the ‘‘ Amelia R. Shuman Church Baust Aer eos. 
Building Fund.’’ $125 has already been © ee. was $448 
contributed and it is hoped to camplete ve! eral 
‘the fund by next year, , 

In Grace Chureh, Avon, Pa., Rey. Ww. ©. 
Hess, pastor, Rally Day ‘will "be observed 
October 12. The Service Flag will also be 
demobilized at that time. Unique ecards of 
invitation have been issued, containing a 
poem by Mrs. Hess. . eg ae 


Professor George W. imichatds, Dz. D., of - 
Lancaster, will address the Pittsburgh Min- 
isterial Association in the Smithfield Street — 
M. E. Church, October 6. On October 5 ho 
will oceupy the pulpit of Grace viagra eg ; 
F. C. Nau, pastor. = 

Hood College is in a position to offer a 
good home to a lady of culture and refine-_ 
ment who has a daughter to educate. 
particulars nee to a ath KE. We 


Rev. John B. Swartz, pastor-eleet of 
Sycamore Chureh, Ohio, was installed Sun- — 
day, September 14th. The charges to pas 
tor and people were made by Revs. 8. 
Royer, Bloomville, and M. A. Peters, Ken 
ton. After the services a social hour 
lowed in the basement of the Church, — 

The Mission Band of St. Paul’s Ch 
Sellersville, Pa., Rev. R. A. Bausch, pas 
has started its sessions with forty member 
present. The Band will study the boo 
ibang ne and = ‘*Mook,?’- under : 


ose Philadelphia Rev. tage 
pastor. i 
recognition of a long and 
to this congregation. Sk, 


eeelicige a 14 was te Behool 


a reunion wade idpint 
Bettas 28, at 


Some of the saloon Keepers. in 
are showing their defiance of 
ing printed signs ony t] 
ie ae a eae 


on signs. eS 
The "consistory-a 


to transport. ie: 
_ Eastern Synod to 
_ day; Octoberl6, for th 
the new Alumnae Be 
- College for Women. | 


In the Union Be 


Md. 
‘¢ American Niaaonas te in; t 


East’’ was the theme for Dr. Paul 8. 
bach at a largely attended meeting 
Greenleaf Lodge, F. and 

_Pa., on: September 25... 
ger was in charge. 


Superintendent, C. 


it. le yeast ee 
ee en 


fember 21, and a congregation numbering 
1,200 was in attendance. 3886 communed 
and 21 young people were confirmed. 

Some business people are very accommo- 
‘dating these days. Here are Philadelphia 
barber shops with this sign: ‘‘Come in 
‘and shave yourself. Straight and safety 
razors furnished. Barbers are on strike.’’ 
‘We do not know whether a man is also 
expected to cut his own hair—but some of 
us need not worry much about that. 

b * Annual Harwest Home services at Shiloh 
_ Church, Danville, Pa., Rev. J. N. Bauman, 
pastor, were held September 21. The decor- 
rations were noteworthy and the sermons 

of high order. The ‘‘Morning News,’’ of 
Danville, prints a generous synopsis of the 

< pastor’s sermon, which shows its edifying 


character. 
Harvest Home services in St. Paul’s 
Church, - Westminster, Md. Rev. C. W. 


Walck, pastor, were held September 21. 
‘The decorations were beautiful and the 
congregations large. At night the pastor 
gave an instructive and interesting illus- 
trated talk tothe children. Miss Gladys 
_ Walck sang a solo. 


ve Rev. Edward F. Evemeyer, of the First 
Church, Easton, announced Rally Day sery- 
4 ices of the congregation and Bible School 
< September 28, and Holy Communion Octo- 
= ‘ber 5. On September 21 in the morning 


3 the pulpit of First Church was filled by 
es Rev. Henry B. Reagle, the pastor preach- 
ce -ing in the evening. 

“= Recent sermons by Dr. J. M. 8. Isenberg 
‘in Trinity ‘Church, Philadelphia, were: 
_ September 7, ‘‘The Message of the Church 
Sag-rin the Industrial Crisis,’’ and ‘Lessons 
from Vacation’’; September 21, ‘‘Inter- 
E; ee -preters of the Human and the Divine,’’ and 
- . ‘*The Value of the Fragments.’’ Com: 
__- munion will be observed October 5. 

On September 14, the Annual Harvest 
Home service was held in Zion’s. Church, 
~ New Providence, Pa., Rev. Harry E. Shep- 
ardson, pastor. It is an unwritten law in 
this congregation that the apportionment 
is to be raised in full at the Harvest Home 
service. The offering at the above service 
amounted to $297.84. 

With the passing of summer and the ad- 
vent of fall, life and action are particularly 
ticed in the missionary societies of the 
hureh, The Mission Study Department 
has been receiving quite steadily orders 
for thé new Mission Study texts. Charles 
. Brooks’ ‘‘Christian Americanization’’ 
the popular study at this time. 
; - George W. Waidner, Circulation Man- 
_ ager of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ spoke at the 
= 40th observance of the Harvest Home 
_ Festival in St. Mark’s Chureh, Philadel- 
= phia, Rev. Dr. G. A. Scheer, pastor, last 
_ Sunday evening. The decorations were 


= 
a 


timore, Md., announce the pdehgenions 
their daughter, Miss Helen, to Mr. Ray- 
ond Jenkins, of Pittsburgh. ‘The wedding 
to take place at noon on October ly, in 


a1 The A ‘Messenger’? Sieads sincere con- 
: atulations. 
St, Mark's Memorial Chureh, Pitts- 


Communion will be “observed October 
congregation is in line for the For- 
lovement. The Missionary Society 
1 meet in the chapel October 8. A class 

€ tudy of the Catechism has been 


pulpit of the Pleasantville, Pa, Re: 
d Church was recently oceupied by 
wee Jacobs, ‘Thornville, Ohio, a 
= linary ‘mate of. the pastor, 
iB) Vea and by Rey. Philip 
she isburg, Pa. The. pastor 


pf 
= en ih 
= Sigel 
; basa 
a 


m ly superb, and the spirit manifested | 


h, Rev. Henry H. Wiant, minister, the 


and Mr. Oliver K. Maurer attended the re- 
cent 'C. HB. Convention at Buffalo, N. Y. 

Harvest Home was celebrated at Trinity 
Church, Norristown, Pa., Rev. E. Wilbur 
Kreibel, pastor, on September 21, the offer- 
ing being given to meet the Classical -ap- 
portionment. A feature of the mid-week 
prayer service is the Junior Choir, com- 
posed of 20 boys and girls, under the diree- 
tion of Mr, Perey J. Fell, the chorister of 
the Church. 


The Rally Day and Harvest Home: serv- 
ices in Christ Church, Roaring Spring, Pa., 
are to be held on October 5, and the pastor, 
Rev. A. A. Hartman, will be assisted by 
Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D., of Philadel- 
phia. Donations of canned fruits and veg- 
etables for the Hoffman Orphanage are re- 
quested. <A recent offering for ministerial 
relief amounted to $27.10. 


The Annual Rally Day was observed in 
the St. John’s Reformed Church, Schuyl- 
kill Haven, Pa., Rey. M. A. Kieffer, pastor, 
on Sunday, September 28. The efforts of 
the superintendent, Mr. Walter F. Meck, 
and the workers brought a record attend- 
ance, 506 being present. ‘The offering 
amounted to $97.21. This Church is ¢o- 
operating in the Forward Movement. 


In the excellent Harvest Home mes- 
sage sent to his people, Rev. John C. San- 
ders, of the Paradise Charge, gives this 
valuable reminder: ‘‘A year ago we were 
at war, and our boys were giving their 
lives by the thousands ‘over there.’ This 
year they are home again. Let us not 
forget the prayers we offered and the vows 
we made then.’’ 

At the fall meeting of the Reformed Sun- 
day School Superintendents’ Association 
in Heidelberg Church, Nineteenth and Ox- 
ford streets, Philadelphia, on Monday even- 
ing, September 29, Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach 
spoke on ‘‘Conditions in the Near East,’’ 
and Dr. Joseph H. Apple on ‘‘Our Schools 
and the Forward Movement.’’ There were 
special musical features and a social period 
with refreshments. 

An interesting and unique meeting is 
in store for the Men’s League of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, 
pastor, on October 16, when ‘the three 
Mayoralty candidates will address the men 
of the Church and commenity on ‘‘ Church 
and Polities,’’ as suggested by the pastor. 


Ww. A. Witman is the Demoeratie candi-. 


date; J. K. Stauffer the Republican, and 
J. H. Stump the Socialistic. 


All correspondents of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
should bear in mind that we cannot guar- 
antee to print anything which cOmes to 
this office later than the first mail on Tues- 
day morning. The last form is put on the 
presses Tuesday noon, and therefore, all 
articles except the latest news items, must 
be in our hands before Tuesday. The 
statement that the ‘‘Messenger’’ is ‘‘pub- 
lished every Thursday’’ means that it is 
mailed on that day. 


Lexington, N. C., was ‘visited by a see 
of 18 boys and girls of Nazareth Orphans’ 
Home over the last Saturday and Sunday 
in September. They were in charge of Mrs. 
W. B. Werner, the matron, and her daugh- 
ter. A concert was given in the Second 
Church Saturday night and in the First 
Church Sunday morning. Both Churches 
were filled with friends of the orphans. 
The offering at the Second Church was 
$69.80, and at the First Church $223.44. 

The Rev. Dr. A. '‘C. Whitmer, Waynes- 
boro, Pa., with his usual kindness of heart, 
is willing to send to any institution, or- 
ganization, minister or student, who will 
pay the postage and definitely order what 
is wanted, the following unbound volumes 
of the ‘Mercersburg Review’’ of 1897, 


1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1904, 1905, 1907, 


1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1913, and 1914, also 


some numbers of “the “Review”? of 1902, 
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1903, 91912. We believe there are those 
who will appreciate this opportunity. 

Harvest Thanksgiving services weré ob- 
served in the St. John’s Charge, Rev. H. H. 
Long, minister, September 14 and 21. The 
Churches were tastefully decorated with 
the choicest fruits of the field and garden, 
testifying once again to the unchanging 
goodness of the Lord. These products of 
nature which beautified the sanctuary were 
donated to the pastor and family. The 
Ladies’ Auxiliary of St. John’s congrega- 
tion, Red Lion, had a telephone placed in 
the parsonage for the convenience of the 
pastor. 

In the First Church, Washington, D. C., 
Dr. James D. Buhrer, pastor, Rally and 
Harvest services will be held October 5, 
and Holy Communion Oetober 12. The 
pastor and Mrs. Buhrer enjoyed the four 
weeks’ vacation with his parents and other 
relatives in their native State, Ohio. Dur- 
ing his absence, Revs. J. Sommerlatte and 
J. G. Grimmer, of ‘Baltimore, and G. Mein- 
inger, a theological student at the Mission 
House, filled the First Church pulpit. 

Calvin M. Boush, Esq., of Meadville, Pa., 
has been able to open correspondence with 
his brother in Germany, who is a pen- 
sioned government officer of the State of 
Wurtemburg, and is now 85 years old. The 
brother in Germany asks a number of ques- 
tions which indicate his inability to view 
the War from the American point of view. 
Elder Boush in his reply, which is inspired 
with his well-known sentiments of loyal 
Americanism, attempts to enlighten his 
brother with ‘regard to the real situation. 


Rev. Prof. James I. Good, D. D., returned 


~ to America September 17, on the Italian 


steamer Pesaro. He has been visiting the 
battlefields of France “and Belgium, and 
investigating religious conditions in Europe. 
He was a delegate to the Seotch General 
Assemblies, the Reformed Synods of 
France and Belgium, and the Waldensian ~ 
Synod of Italy. After some important con- 
ferences in the East, he expects to be at 
Central Theological Seminary, Dayton, O., 
until Christmas. 


The annual Harvest Home services were 
held at Willow Street and Conestoga, Pa., 
Rev. G. A. Stauffer, pastor, on the 14th 
instant. The pastor preached on the theme, 
“Weeding a Hungry World.’’ Large audi- 
ences were in attendance. The decorations 
were more elaborate than on former ocea- 
sions. There was a profusion of the finest 
fruits and vegetables, later presented to 
the occupants of the parsonage. The offer- 
ings were the most liberal during the pres- 
ent pastorate and were for the apportion- 
ment, 

In St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., 
Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt, pastor, Harvest 
Home and Labor Day services were held 
August 31. Attendance large. Church made 
beautiful with flowers and fruits, pastor’s 
theme, ‘‘Co-operation,’’ offerings $48 for 
ministerial relief. In the afternoon Dr. 
Schmidt spoke to the men in the State 
Penitentiary at Rockview. His theme was, 
‘The Wages of Sin is Death.’’? At the 
close of his address, he challenged the men 
for a decision for Christ, and about 50 
responded. 


A very successful fall Rally Day was 
observed in Zwingli Church, Berwick, Sep-. 
tember 21.. The program, ‘Living for 
Jesus,’’? was used. The local papers pro- 
nounee it a ‘‘record-breaking attendance 
and a most excellent program.’’ The pas- 
tor, Rev. W. H. Snyder, spoke on Phil 3: 
13. The gratifying sum of $198 was laid 
upon God’s altar for current obligations 
and the blessed cause of Classical appor- 
tionment. At the evening service the Hon. 


Sam Small cheered the hearts and minds 


of a large audience with one of his grip- 
ping’ temperance lectures. 


14 I). 


A Welcome Home banquet to the boys 
who were with the colors was given in 
Christ Church, Roaring Spring, Pa., on 
September 3. One hundred seventy-five 
attended. An excellent menu was served 
and a program of great interest rendered. 
Mr. L. B. Stoudnour reported as chairman, 
of the Wartime Committee. Responses to 
toasts were made by Earl Metzker, John 
Brumbaugh, Edgar J. Hunter, Bertha Mau- 
gle, Charles S. ‘Stephens, Ralph Kauffman 
and Orren Cowen. Musie was furnished by 
the Glee Girls, and Rev. A. A. Hartman, 
pastor of the Church, had charge of the 
demobilization of the Service Flag. 

On September 21 Rally Day was observed 
in the Glade Church auditorium, and in- 
eluded both Church and Sunday School in 
the service. Mr. R. Paul Smith, superin- 
tendent of the Hagerstown and Frederick 
Railway, and Mr. O. L. Julius, superintend- 
ent of the Main Department of the Second 
Reformed Sunday School, Harrisburg, Pa., 
made the addresses. The service i Taving 
for Jesus’? was used. All but 19 scholars 
were present and ane average of fifteen 
cents per member was received. Miss Cath- 
erine Cramer read her report as delegate 
to the County Conference. 

An interesting letter recently peeved 
from Miss Mary E. Gerhard was. written 
from the village of Nikko, Japan, which 
is among the tall mountains of that Island 
Empire, “where our faithful missionary was 
spending a part of the month of August. 
By this time, of course, she has returned 
to her work in Sendai, ready for a busy 
winter in the tasks of ‘school and Church, 
She says in her much appreciated note: 
‘‘We are remembering the Forward Move- 
metn in our prayers and rejoicing in the 
day of larger things for our beloved 
Church.’? . 

Harvest Home ‘service was Ayaeseea in 
Christ Chureh, Bath, Pa., September 21, 
and the pastor, Rev. W. U. Helffrich, 
preached a sermon full of the spirit of 
praise for God’s goodness. The thank offer- 
ing was over $155 and the total receipts of 
the day $415. The platform was colorful 
with autumn flowers and greens. At the 
Sunday School service there were addresses 
by two college students, Donald Helffrich 
and Miss Irene F. Laub. On September 21, 
Pastor Helffrich exchanged pulpits with 
Rey. A. 8. Meck, of Easton. 

The interesting little leaflet announcing 
the September services in Trinity Church, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., Rev. Harry Nelson Bass- 
ler, minister, says very aptly, ‘‘If a per- 
son believes that the world needs the 
Church, he has but one clear and unmis- 
takable way of stating his position—by 
regular Church attendance. Every non-at- 
tendant upon divine worship virtually 
votes for the elimination of the institution 
from society. We should be very happy, in- 
deed, to have the honor and the joy of 
being a part of this divine institution; for 
no organization of earthly origin is worthy 
to untie the shoes of the Church.’’ > 

At the Rally Day service held by the 
First Church and Sunday School, Steelton, 
Pa., Rev.. Henry H. 
‘‘Light House’’ plan suggested in the 
“*Heidelberg Teacher’’ for September was 
used to good effect. Nine new scholars were. 
enrolled, thus increasing the height of the 
light house by two rows of bricks. The 
service was preceded by a thorough tan- 
vass of the congregation on the previous 
Sunday by 13 committees who had first 
gathered for 
the previous Wednesday evening. At the 
Rally Day seryiee 22 persons were enrolled 
in the Fellow ship of Intercession. 

The fall program of St. Mark’s Church, 
Easton, Pa., Rev. Allan §. Meck, pastor, 
includes the Harvest Home Festival Sep- 


tember 14, Rally Day September 28, and ~- 


Holy Communion October 5. The pagtor 


Rupp, pastor, the ~ 


prayer and instruction on. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


has announced an interesting series of 
Sunday evening sermons on ‘‘Christian 
Convictions,’’ beginning September 21, and 
covering the following themes: ‘The 
Bible,?” “¢God,’? < Jesus (Christ,’’ **The 
Holy Spirit,’’ ‘cPaith, ’* «*Reeonciliation,’’ 
“¢ Forgiveness, ’’ ‘<Punishment,?? ("The 
Miracles,’’ ‘‘The Cross,’’ ‘“The Resurree- 
tion,’’ ‘phe Kingdom of God,’? ‘*'The 
Christian Church,’’ and “‘ Gonsecrated Per- 
sonality.’’ 


Rev. Martin W. Schweitzer, Ph. D., of « 
Ephrata, Pa., and the pastor, Dr. J. H. 
Pannebecker, gave splendid addresses on 
September 12 at the reception tendered by 
the Men’s and Women’s Bible Class of 
Trinity Church, Columbia, Pa, to the men 
of the congregation who have returned 
from service in the War. Refreshments 
were served. 


September 14 was a red letter day in 
Grace (Alsace) Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Jesse M. Mengel, pastor. Offerings for 
the day were nearly $1,100. In the morn- 
ing the,Harvest Home Festival was cele- 
brated. The choice fruits of the season 
with which the sanctuary was decorated 
were donated to the Home for Friendless 
Children. In the evening a Welcome Home 
service was held and the Service Flag, con- 
taining 45 stars, of which three had turned 
to gold, was taken down. Rev. A. V. Cas- 
selman spoke eloquently on ‘‘ Devotion to- 
Duty.’’ 

The Morrison’s Cove Ministerial Aeso: 
ciation, of which Rey. 
President, and Rey. A. A. Hartman, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, has issued an inter- 
esting program of meetings for the ensu-_ 
ing year. Half of these meetings are held 


“in Martinsburg, and the other half in 


Roaring Spring, Pa. The program includes 
papers on ‘‘What Is Christianity More 
Than Socialism?’’ by Rev. A. A. Hart- 
man; ‘‘The Doctrine of the Incarnation,’’ | 
by Rey. E. R. Deatrick; ‘‘The Life of the 


Spirit in Modern English Poetry,’’ by Rev. — 


Mr, Hartman; ‘‘The Conversion of Militar- 
ism,’’ by Rev. E. 8. Noll; ‘‘The Science of 
Power,’’ by HE. R. Deatrick. 


Harvest Home services were held in 
Salem Church, Campbelltown, Rev. John F. 
Frantz, pastor, on September 14. The 
Church was fittingly decorated and the 
canned fruits were taken to Bethany Or-- 
phans’ Home the- following day by Miss 
Miriam Brunner, accompanied by Mrs. 
Frantz, There were 200 quarts.. The of- 
fering for the apportionment was $308.81. 


This congregation has already paid its 


1920 apportionment in full, having raised 


‘its full apportionment on "Harvest Home 


Day the last two years. An excellent let- 
ter from the pastor had been sent to every 
member of the ‘Church in advance of the 
service, which helps’ to explain why the 
congregation went over the top. 

In St. John’s, Rosemont, Bethlehem, Pa., 
Rev. Z. A. Yearick, D..D., pastor, the Har- 
vest Home Festival was held for the first 
time September 2k. The pastor preached 
appropriate sermons morning and evening. 
The chancel and altar were tastefully dec- 
orated. The choir rendered special music 
and several solos were well sung by male 
voices. Offering for apportionment, $18.67. 
The Mission aims to pay its apportion- 
ment in full. The construction of about 
350 feet of conerete pavement at a cost. 
of $730 has been contracted for. This 
small congregation of 43 members under- 
take this relatively large task with the; 
faith that help will be secured for its ac- 
complishment. 

In the First Chureh, “Miamisburg, Ohio, 
Rev. Nevin B. Mathes, pastor, appropriate 
services. in connection with the demobiliza-— 
tion of the Service Flag were held last 
Sunday morning. ‘‘ Sil Teg wer held 


of sae August 21- with Er 


ee | 


—- 
> 


E. R. Deatrick is” 


OcrosBer 2, wi 


$17.75, September 11 with an offering of 
$26.32. Rally Day will be sasbeeien Octo-— a 
ber 5. The plans call for an attendance of © 
500 and a special offering of $50. Lord’s — 
Supper on October 12. On September 21, 
the pastor preached on ‘Christian Con- 
servation’? and ‘‘Man, What a Chancel’? 
On October 19 Young People? s day will be 

fittingly observed and the pastor will speak 
on the ‘‘Privilege and Obligations of Our — Pm, 
Young People.’’ “- im 


Mrs. Newton J. Aspden announces that — 
the Women’s Social Union of the Reformed ; FS 
Church will hold its fall meeting and re- 
union social at Heidelberg Church, Nine- — 
teenth and Oxford streets, Philadelphia, aa 
Wednesday, October 8, at 2.30 P. M. This. 
will be Heidelberg Day, as the members — 
of the Union will be the guests of the 
Heidelberg ladies. ‘Special invitations. ‘ 
have been issued to all members to attend — 
and bring others as guests who may be — 
interested in becoming members. It is 
requested that at least two representatives — 
from each Church be present. There will 
be a short conference on Women’s Wor 
in the various Churches, in-which all 
have the opportunity to tell what they h 
accomplished. There will be special m 
an unbergetans gociel period, and refr 
ments. 


‘Rev. Walter E. Garrett, pastor 
First Church, Philadelphia, is condu 
a course in ze Christian Americaniz 
every Wednesday evening. The 
hood of Andrew and Philip res 
meetings peek 14, The pastor 
on September 7 two interestin 
special sermons. The morning 
the ‘‘Christian in Daily Life’? ha 
following ‘themes: ‘‘The Christian: 
Is He??? ‘The Christian in ‘Societ 
‘“‘The Christian in Business,’’ ‘‘The 
tian’s Pleasures,’? ‘‘The Christia 
Home,’’ ‘‘The Christian and the 
Me The Christian and His Money, 
Christian Motive.’’ In the evenin 
Mr. Garrett will discuss the folloy 
jects: ‘‘The New Era,’’ ‘‘The N 
cation,’? ‘‘The New Ethics, OS 
Goal, ++ cope New Church, yy 
Challenge,”’ and ‘‘The New Sp 


In a letter from Mr. Samuel ‘pele 
librarian of the Ryerson Public 
Grand Rapids, Mich., which as 
from France July 29, we read as 
“(On Tuesday evening, July 153 
livering magazines to small o ou 
tachments of men, I was run d OW! 
cross-road by a big Cadillac automobil 
ing about 40 miles an hour, with tl 
that both my Ford and myself were ‘s 
ed. I was ina camp hospital for a 
and am still there technically, fo 
for treatment almost every day 
bones of my aa forearm are brok 


ished except to load the 
vaged books on the ships 
by this time, our MN enc 
ated. ae 


Ow 
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are: ‘‘What Think Ye of Christ?’’ ‘‘The 
New Life in Christ,’’ ‘‘The Prayer Life,’’ 
2 ““Tntolerance Across the Ages.’’ 


Representatives of over 40. nationalities 
will meet in Pittsburgh in Armistice Week, 
November 9 to 16, for a World’s Christian 
Citizenship Conference, under the observa- 
tion of the National Reform Association. 
Among the American speakers already se- 
cured are Charles Evans Hughes, Henry 
VanDyke, Charles Butler, Dr. P. P. Clax- 
ton, Gifford Pinchot, Senator Capper, and 
Ex-Senator Cannon. Prominent statesmen 
and social reformers from other countries 
are expected. It is expected that 10,000 
persons will attend. The subjects’to be 
discussed deal with conditions that are to- 
day challenging the attention of the Chutch 
and it is hoped that out of ‘this important 
conference there will be evolved a practi- 
eal program of action for the moral better- 
ment of mankind. Full particulars may be 
had from the National Reform Association, 
209 Ninth street, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Advisory Sunday School Board of 
the Hastern Synod, Dr. S. P. Heilman, 
president, O. H. E. Rauch, secretary; C. H. 
Leinbach, treasurer; K. O. Spessard, Ph. 
D., and Henry I. Stahr, has called a meet- 
ing of all the Classical Sunday School Com- 
mittees at the opening of the Eastern 
Synod sessions, Monday, October 13, 2.30 
P. M., in Salem Church, Allentown, Pa. 
All ministers and elders will be most wel- 

. eome to share in the provisional program, 
which includes roll eall, devotions, address 
of weleome by the president of the Board, 
reading of the call, address and discussion 
on the subject, ‘‘The Forward Moyement 
in the Sunday School After Rally Day,’’ 
led by Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D.; ad- 
dress and discussion on ‘*‘Stewardship and 
Tithing in the Sunday School,’’ led by 
Rey. H. H. Rupp; address and discussion 
on ‘*Teachers’ Material and Methods,’’ 
led by Rev. C. A. Hauser, D. D. 


Rey. Dr. M. Loucks, Canal Winchester, 
Ohio, has been appointed to the pastoral 
charge of Salem ‘Church, of the Kinic- 
kinik Charge, and has put on the Forward 
Movement program. September 14 was 


4 families and friends of the Church, giving 
-——s special invitation to the Rally and Harvest 


-—- Home service on the 21st. Sunday School 
___ and Chureh services were largely attended 
and showed a deep interest in the work. 
_ ‘The pastor preached a Harvest Home ser- 


mon ending with an apt illustration on the 
_  **Taw of the Tithe.’’ By using the chil- 
--—s dren, the illustration was made forcible 
-_-. and impressive. Anyone desiring to know 
~ what is was can have it by addressing the 


Relief was $14. The community seems to 
have been thoroughly aroused to the work. 
The fall Communion will be observed on 

October 5. . 
September 28 was a high day in the his- 
tory of Christ Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. 
John L. Barnhart pastor. Harvest Home 
Festival was celebrated, with Dr. Paul 8. 
ae ach, editor of the “¢Messenger,’’ as 
acher ‘of the day. The pastor and Con- 
oem Discisty asked the people to lay upon the 
altar a gift sufficiently large to enable the 
cs congregation to remove by April first next 
the mortgage indebtedness, which has long 
burdened this work, and also to provide for 
the congregation’s share toward the new 
uilding at Hoffman Orphanage, which has 
een underwritten by Maryland Classis. It 
as a eause of great joy to paStor and 
& eople that the response for the day was 
le generous sum of $1,700. The remain- 
$400 needed by April 1, 1920, will un- 
A btedly be easily secured, and Christ 
Church, Baltimore, will be started on a 
V era of progress and usefulness. It is 
y a fin devotion to the 


visiting day and four teams called on the 


doctor. The special offering for Ministerial - 


In St. John’s Church, Freeland, Pa., 
Rev. A. O. Bartholomew, pastor, Harvest 
Home services were held September 14. 
Offering for benevolence, $107, About 50% 
of the apportionment is paid. The outlook 
for the fall and winter work is encourag- 
ing. This congregation was the recipient 
of a handsome Model M De Luxe Bulletin 
Board, the gift of Mr. M. C. Bressler, a 
member of the congregation. It was given 
as a memorial, in loving memory of his 
wife, who departed this life July 5, 1918. 
The bulletin board is a work of art. ‘The 
top gable section contains the name of 
the donor and on a glass panel the name of 
the ‘Church and pastor, all in gold leaf. 
The interchangeable sign section measures 
36 by 50 inches. It is enclosed in an oak 
case, spar finish being used. This makes it 
weather-proof and keeps the cabinet in 
splendid condition. The bulletin board 
measures 36 by 70 inches over all. The 
device is a beautiful ereation and will 
prove helpful to all who/read its messages. 


St. John’s Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 
Clayton H. Ranck, pastor, will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary beginning with pre- 
paratory service October 3. The first pas- 
tor, Rev. J. Rauch Stein, of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., will preach the Communion sermon 
October 5, and also on Sunday and Mon- 
day evening. Dr. J. W. Meminger, of Lan- 
caster, will address the Sunday School 
October 7. This will be Perry County 
night, and special seats will be reserved 
for the sons and daughters of that county. 
The Forward Movement will be the theme 
for Wednesday evening. Dr. Charles E. 


- Schaeffer will speak Thursday evening, and 


the Rey. George W. Hartman, the former 
pastor, who recently returned from Y. M. 
C. A. War work overseas, will speak Fri- 
day night and address the feast of ingath- 
ering on Sunday morning, October 12, 
preaching also that Sunday evening. The 
week-night programs will be brief and will 
be followed by a social half-hour. 


In honor of the departure of Miss Clara 
S. Ohlinger to take up the work of a 
Deaconess in the Phoebe Home in Allen- 
town, and in celebration of the first anni- 
versary of the services of Miss Mabel M. 
Peters as Deaconess in St. Mark’s Church, 
Reading, Pa., the C. E. Society held a 
farewell anniversary reception on Septem- 
ber 24. The guests of honor received gold 
coins and boxes of chocolates. John B. 
Spang made the presentations, while ad- 
dresses were also delivered by the pastor, 
Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, C. B. F. Deppen, 
ex-President of the Berks County C. E. 
Union, and Raymond W. Reeser. On Thurs- 
day night, September 25, the Rally for ithe 
Sunday School officers ‘and teachers was 


‘held. Fully 90% were present. Mr. Harry 


E. Paisley, of Philadelphia, spoke on 
““Stopping Leaks.’’ His address made a 
profound impression, and ‘because of the 
earnest and sincere manner of its pre 
sentation stirred the souls of all present. 
A social with ee followed the 
address. : 

St. Peter’s Church, Clay City, Ind., Rev. 
Perry H. Bauman, pastor, celebrated the 
annual Missionary Festival September 21. 
Dr.‘A. E. Dahlman, of the Mission House, 
delivered sermons both morning and even- 
ing. The people greatly appreciated his 
service. Though it rained hard throughout 
the day, the attendance was good. The of- 
fering was $53.96 for Home and Foreign 
Missions, $4 for special Home Missions; 
$5, Mission House; $6, Ministerial Relief; 
total, $68.96. Rev. and Mrs. Baumann, who 
are planning to take their vacation during 
October, received a most pleasing surprise 
at the end of the morning service. Mr. 
Baumann received a gift of $2 from one 
of his elders and Mrs. Baumann a present 
of $24.50 from the ladies. A cheering 
good “bye of this nature BBE: one ge 


¥ , 


like turning back. The pastor and family 
expect to visit their parents in Lancaster 
and Reading, Pa., stopping at a few other 
points on the way. In the Interchurch 
World Movement Survey, Rev. Mr. Bau- 
mann has been appointed County Super- 
visor of Clay County. 


In the Orangeville, Pa.; Charge, Rev. A. 
M. Schaffner, pastor, the Harvest Thanks- 
giving services were held September 7 
and were largely attended. The decora- 
tions attested the quality and abundance of 
the crops. The benevolent offerings ex- 
ceeded those of previous years and the peo- 
ple also gave liberally for congregational 
purposes. The total for the day was: 
Orangeville, $32.50 for the congregational 
purposes and $36.40 for benevolence; St. 
James, $26 for congregational purposes, 
$48.77 for benevolence; Zion, $22 for con- 
gregational purposes, $29. 60 for benevo- 
lence. This is a splendid showing for the 
charge and has all signs of growth and 
development, inasmuch as the contributions 
for benevolence as given in the Classical 
report are about double the amount when 
the first report of the present pastor was 
made in 1915. The charge has also in- 
creased the pastor‘s salary $400 during 
his pastorate of five years. The sixth 
year has now been begun and the indica- 
tions are that the charge will be ready 
to take her place and do her-part in in 
the Forward Movement in which the Re- 
formed Church is so vitally interested. 


Hon. A. R. Brodbeck, C. P. Rice, and 
Dr. Frederick A. Rupley, a committee of 
the Board of .Directors of Hood College, 
presented a special minute in recognition 
of the deep sense of loss felt by the Board 
through the death of the Hon. Milton B. 
Gibson, of York, Vice-President, who next 
after its President had served for the long- 
est period and had been a most ardent 
friend of the College through all these 
years. The minute, which was unanimously 
adopted, makes fitting reference to_Elder 
Gibson’s clear vision as to the enlarging 
field of usefulness of this institution and 
his intelligent interest in founding the 


_ project and effecting harmony in the coun- 


cils of the Board, as his judgments were 
always tempered with generous considera- - 
tions. To the two members of Mr. Gibson’s . 
family, Mrs. W. T. Sibbett and Miss Marian 
E. Gibson, the Board sent a copy of the 
minute, supplementing it with their high- 
est personal esteem for their late col- 
league’s honorable career as a public of- 
ficial in his city and for his long-proven 
faithfulness in seeking to make Christian- 
ity an effective organized working force 
through his local congregation. 


“One of the most helpful little eames 
papers we have recently seen is the ‘‘ Pleas- 
antville Review,’’ published in the inter- 
est of Pleasantville Church, Eureka, Pa., 
Rey. Paul W. Yoh, editor, and C. Raymond 
Axenroth, manager. As an example of the 
fine spirit shown by the pastor, we can 
certainly speak with commendation of this 
kindly reference made to the ‘‘ Messenger’? 
in the September issue: ‘‘Do not be sur- ~ 
prised if one of these days the field repre- 
sentative of the ‘Reformed ‘Church Mes- 
senger’ drops in on you. The ‘Messenger’ 
is the official paper of our Church and as 
such should be in every home. Jn these 
days of great movements and enterprises, 
when the Kingdom of God and the Church 
of Christ are alive and active as never be- 
fore, we need to be informed. We want 
to know what there is to be known about 
the great Forward Movement in our own 
Church. Many people await the appear- 
ance of this little paper every month, and 
then read every item. ‘The ‘Messenger’ 
comes every week brimful of news, over- 
flowing with optimism. If necessary, we 
shall gladly decrease that the ‘Messenger’ 


may increase.’’ 
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Woods, of Roanoke, Va., 
recently accepted a call to the pastorate of 
the Winchester ‘Charge, consisting of the 
Chureh, Winchester, and St. 
Paul’s, Stéphenson’s. He moved with his 
family to Winchester on September 4, and 
on the 25th the members of the congrega- 
tion planned and executed a complete sur- 

the members called at the 
parsonage and took Mr. Woods and family 
for an automobile ride to a beautiful orch- 
ard nearby. On their return, the auto stop- 
ped before the.Sunday School chapel, which 
they found filled with members and friends 
of the two Churches. After a fine ‘‘Wel- 
come’’ address by Mr. Fred Striker, the 
folding doors of the Primary School room 
were opened and revealed a material ex- 
pression of appreciation consisting of a 
huge bank of all kinds of groceries and pro- 
duce, which will for many days supply the 
physical wants at the parsonage. Rev. Mr. 
Woods confessed his surprise and cordially 
thanked his co-workers for their thoughtful- 
ness and good-will. He said he had come to 
serve not only his congregations, but the 
community. Dainty refreshments 
served and the Sunday School orchestra 
furnished delightful music. 


Zwingli Church, Berwick, Pa., Rev. Wm. 
H. Snyder , pastor, is taking up the For- 
ward Mov ement in real earenst. The mem- 
bership is divided into 13 groups, each 
headed by a group leader. They met for 
intercession for the first time on Septem- 
ber 26 with blessed results. This group 
is to be strengthened by intercession mem- 
bers. Pastor and people are hoping and 
praying for large things. During the nine 
months of this year 82 members were add- 
ed to the Church, 34 received Christian 
baptism. For the new Church building 
fund $3,200 was pledged, of which about 
$2,100 is already made up. All floating 
debts were paid. For Classical apportion- 
ment $485 was raised, of which $272 was 
given since the annual meeting of ‘Classis. 
This reveals splendid progress. Among a 
number of memorable events, one worthy 
of special reeord was a complete birthday 
surprise in honor of the pastor’s wife. A 
large number of the members and friends 
met in the Church auditorium and after a 
special program, all went to the dining 
hall, where the committee had prepared 
a fine spread. Mrs. Snyder received a num- 
ber of valuable gifts and a nice sum of 
money, and above all the kindly esteem 
and regard shown by all gave promise of 
a fruitful service in coming days. 

The Consistory of ‘Christ Church, Green 
street below Sixteenth street, Philadelphia, 
announce special services to be held at the 
Chureh in connection with the celebration, 
of the sixtieth anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Church. On Sunday, October 5, 
at 10.30 A. M.. the Anniversary Commun- 
ion, sermon by Rey. John H. Poorman; 
October 12, at 10.30 A, M., Pre-anniversary 
Service, with sermon by Rev Allen R. 
Bartholomew, D. D., secretary of the*Board 
of Foreign Missions; the Anniversary Re- 
ception to the members and former mem- 
bers of the congregation will be held on 
Friday evening, October 17, with words of 
greeting from ‘several ministers of Reform- 
ed Churches in Philadelphia, and also 
neighboring Churehes of other denomina- 
tions. Anniy ersary Day will be celebrated 
on Sunday, October 19, at 10.30 A. M., on 
which oceasion the sermon will be deliv- 
ered by Rev. James Crawford, D. D., pastor 
emeritus. The Sunday School Anniversary 
Rally will be held that afternoon at 2.30 
P. M., with special musie by the School 
and other exercises. The Post-Anniversary 
Service will be held on Sunday, October 26, 


Rev. Clarence 


Centenary 


prise. One of 


at 10.30 A. M., with a sermon by the pas- . 


tor, Rev. Eugene L. MeLean. Members of 
Reformed Church in Philadelphia and‘ vyi- 
cinity are cordially invited to attend these 
services. 
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Zion’s congregation of the Scottdale, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. E. H. Laubach, pastor, still 
retains the good old custom of celebrating 
Harvest Thanksgiving Festival on week- 
day. The annual Sunday School pienic is 
also held on the same day. Accordingly, 
on Saturday morning, September 13, the 
members of the Church and Sunday School 
assembled, having brought baskets well 
laden with good things for the dinner. They 
also brought an abundance of flowers, 
fruits, vegetables, and grain and beautiful- 
ly decorated the chancel of the Church. 
The dinner was spread. ‘‘pienie fashion’’ 
on the grass in the lawn. After dinner, 
the older folks enjoyed a social hour to- 
gether, the young folks played games. 
Then the Sunday School superintendent 
called to all to assemble in the Church 
for a divine service of harvest thanksgiv- 
ing. The boys were in the midst of an 
interesting game of ball, but they too 
came into the Church. Addresses suitable 
to the occasion were delivered by Rev. 
Mr. Glenn, pastor of the Lutheran congre- 
gation, and by Rev. E. H. Laubach, pastor 
of the Reformed congregation. Dr. Stephen 
Laubach, a soldier eighy years old, of 
Easton, Pa., was present. He stopped off 
on his way from the National G. A. R. En- 
campment at Columbus, Ohio, and visited 
his nephew, Rev. Mr. Laubach, at Seott- 
dale. On Sunday, September. 21, Trinity 
Church, Scottdale, held its Harvest Thanks- 
giving services. There was a fine display of 
the usual harvest service decoration. The 
fruit and vegetables from both Zion’s and 
Trinity were donated to the Mt. Pleasant 
Hospital. Trinity’s offering amounted to 
$71.77. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
SPECIAL NOTICE 


Pittsburgh Synod will meet in general 
convention in Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., 
Monday evening, October 6th, 1919, at 7.45 
o’elock. This Synod entertains on the 
Harvard plan and all delegates and others 
having business with the Synod desiring 


entertainment are requested to notify the. 


pastor loci not later than October 3, 1919. 
No entertainment is guaranteed those who 
fail to comply with this request. Ministers 
are kindly requested to give this informa- 
tion relative to their elders. Please state, 
if possible, the time of your arrival. © 


J. M. Runkie, Pastor Loci 


JAMES KLINE LAUDENSLAGER — 


On Monday, September 22, 1919, Mr. 


James K. Laudenslager left hag Heme in 
his wonted health aad strength on a short 
business trip, confidently expecting to re- 


turn in the evening. While waiting at. 


Lansdale, Pa., for a train to take him to 
his home in Oak Lane, Philadelphia, he 
died at about 6.30 o’elock without even at- 


tracting the attention of any of the wait- 


ing passengers. Thinking him asleep, an 
attendant tried to arouse him, but was sur- 
prised to find the body Ufeless. In this 
unexpected and strange manner passed 


away one of the most beloved laymen in ~ 


the Reformed Church. 

James Kline Laudenslager was born at 
Zionsville, Lehigh County, Pa., August 11, 
1862. He was catechised and confirmed in 
his 14th year, in Trinity Reformed Church, 


Spinnerstown, Pa., by Rey. 'C. Z. Weiser, 


DD. On November 22, 1883, he was mar- 
ried to Mary J. Eberhard. He came to 
Philadelphia when a young man and learn- 
ed the spice business. For 29 years he con- 
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purity. Notwithstanding his active busi- 
ness career he always found opportunity 
to devote considerable time to the Chureh oe 
and to charitable work. From early life 
he took an active inteest in the things gs 
that pertain to religion and it was quite — 3 
natural that the sphere of his usefulness — 


should become- wider as he advanced in _ che 
years. He was a constant reader of the ~ 4 
‘Messenger’? and always kept in touch aah 
with the denominational interests. He had Fes 
a wide acquaintance with ministers and 3 


his intimate knowledge of the needs of = tt, 
the boards and institutions enabled him to res 
give wise direction to his charities. In 
this he delighted, and one of the last con- : 
siderations of his earthly life was to aim — 
to give even larger expression to his love 2 
for his Master. He was a liberal con- ~~ 
tributor to the benevolent institutions of ee 
the Church of his adoption, but he did not : 
limit his giving to denominational inter- 
ests. He was a friend of the Salvation 

Army, and his donations to ‘‘Ivy House,’’ 

a home for children under the supervision — at 
of the Salvation Army, proved to be one A ¥ 
of his noblest benefactions. In his” a wi 


~ Elder James K. Laudenslager 
he is mourned as a father by these i 
children. - 

Mr. Laudenslager was a aaveue 
of Grace Church, Philadelphia. He 
occupied a prominent place in the 
ties of the-congregation. He serve 
fully as deacon for a number of yea) 
his best ministrations were those 
elder. He was peculiarly fitted 
eldership and contributed largely 
spiritual development of the congreg 
He will be sadly missed in Grace 

Mr. Laudenslager, however, 1 
ed most keenly in his own 1} 
there is now a vacant cha: 
devoted husband and fa’ 
fort of his loved ones V 
care. He is surviv ved by 
children, five brothers and one 
D. K, Laudenslager, who tien recently 
the etait 


-ealled to 
Chureh, Schwonkevil 
brother, eee 


The fuperal services were ‘conduct 
Grace Church, Philadelphia, by Rev. 
E. Gutelius, “assisted by Revs. A. 8. Bn 
and Robert M. Kern, In addi 

sg tee following ministers w 


ent: Revs. D. K. Laudenslag 


ducted a flourishing business of which he tholomew, Dai Cc. e Haus 


was the proprietor. His business repu tion Franklin H. Moye 
was always most excellent and ye pe ods and PERG ee 
he manuenenige Pecara pele , Cahetan 
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CIRCULATION NEWS 


Canvas of Four Days Yields Forty-one New Subscriptions in St. 


John’s, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. J. J. Rothtrock. 


Consistory a Subscriber. 


Every Member of the 


Pleasantville, Bucks Co., Pa., Rev. Paul w. Yoh, Steps Into Line 
with Fifty-three New Subscriptions and with Every Member of the 
Consistory and the Board of Trustees a Subscriber. 


“Mr. Dahlman’s report contains a fine 
tribute to Pastor Rothtrock and his people. 
Supported by the pastor, our Field Repre- 
sentative secured 41 new _ subscriptions 
from _a list of 50 names handed him. In 
this number, four persons were subscribers 
and three were out of town at the time of 
Mr. Dahlman’s visit. Thus 41 subscriptions 
were secured from a list of 43. This is one 
of the finest subscription records and 
proves what can be done with the co-oper- 
ation of the pastor, - 


—_ 


PLEASANTVILLE, PA. 


: Mr. DahIman’s canvass of the congrega- 
Bes = tion of which Rev. Paul W. Yoh is the 
- faithful pastor, is also one of the high 
lights in our circulation campaign. Of his 
work in this charge, Mr. Dahlman writes: 
‘*Rev. Paul W. Yoh, pastor of the Pleas- 
antville congregation, Eureka, Pa., invited 
your representative to canvass his field 
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> NEWS OF THE WOMAN’S MISSION- 
‘ ARY SOCIETY ~— 


ntl 


Annual Meeting of Eastern Synodical 
: Society 


* 
as SBusiness Sessions—The W. M. S. of East- 
_ ern Synod held its 32nd annual convention, 
- September 23,-24 and 25, in St. John’s 
Church, ‘Schuylkill Haven, Rey.- M.A. 
: Kieffer, pastor. « The Executive Board met 
on the afternoon of the 23rd. Mrs. R. C. 
Zartman presided at the executive session 
on account of the illness of the president, 
- Mrs. BE. M. Livingood. Mrs. John Lentz, 
first vice president, was in the chair for 
the regular sessions. Roll call showed 5 
officers, 7 departmental secretaries, 20 
- Classical delegates, 10 Classical presidents, 
24 delegates from local societies, 2 Y. W. 
‘M. A. and 2 Mission Band delegates, 6 min- 
isters’ wives; a total 
Among these representatives were 12 life 
members of the W. M.S. G.S. Mrs. J. G. 
upp led the morning Devotional Hour. 
[er theme was, ‘‘ Answered Prayer’’ 


es 
: The Increase Membership Campaign re- 
 eeived « enthusiastic endorsement, This cam- 
- paign—October 15 to November 15—has a 
th ee-fold objective: Increased membership, 
-inereased knowledge of Missions, increased 
ng efliciency. Mrs. Edward F. Eve- 
airman of the Educational ee 


ee a D. and ee 
. DeLong, 0 of the Forward Move- 
ressed o-operation of all Reform- 


of 77 members. ~ 


1e Forw r sig ec ras of the 


for subscriptions to the ‘Messenger.’ His 
first step was to secure the support of his 
consistory, and then in his personal visita- 
tions urge his members to read the ‘Church 
paper. In his splendid parish paper Pastor 
Yoh announeed my coming and stated that 
if necessary it would be entirely satis- 
factory that the list of subscribers of the 
parish paper should decrease so that the 
subscriptions of the ‘Messenger’ might 
increase. When I arrived he met me with 
his faithful ‘Ford’ and up-hill and down- 
hill, over smooth roads and rough roads, 
he took me around for four days, calling 
on his people. The heavy rain on Tuesday 
and a flat tire did not hinder our progress. 
As a result, 53 new subscriptions were se- 
cured, two renewals and every member of 
the consistory, including the five trustees, 
became subscribers of the ‘Messenger.’ 
The campaign was also strongly empha- 
sized at the Church services last Sunday, 
and by this means the people were pre- 
pared for our visit.’’ 
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News of the Woman’s Missionary Society 
[Send-Gommunications to Mrs. Harvey J. Troxell, 2222 N. 13th St., Allentown, Pa.] 
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Church. The president of eaeh district 
Synodical W. M. S. will be a member of 
a Synodical Committee of the Forward 
Movement. 
to carry the message of the Forward Move- 
ment to their home congregations. A leaf- 
let, which will be used by the Department 
of Spiritual Resources, will be written by 
Mrs. Edward F. Evemeyer. 

The Literature seeretary, Mrs. Edwin W. 
Lentz, called attention to the new litera- 
ture which bears directly upon the program 
theme of the year. Home Mission and 
Rainbow Posters gave their silent message 
throughout the sessions. Mrs. O. H. BE. 
Rauch, Thank Offering secretary, conducted 
a service of Thank Offering. Mrs. Edward 
ie Evemeyer led the conference on ‘‘ Best 
Methods’? in the W. M. S.; Mrs. D. H. 
Kratz led a. similar conference on Y. W. 
M. A.’s. Mrs. George Butz, Synodical see- 
retary of Mission Bands, g gave a practical 
demonstration of a modern “Missio& Band at 


work. She used Mission Band children 
from St. John’s and First Reformed con- 
gregations. e 

The Summer Missionary Conference 


Hour, led by Mrs. Irene <A. Anewalt, 
brought forth strong testimonials of re-en- 
forced missionary activities and renewed 
desire for Christian service. 

The following officers and Departmental 
secretaries were elected: President, Mrs. 
John Lentz; first vice president, Mrs. J. 
L. Roush; second vice president, Mrs. Lucy 
8. Orth; recording secretary, Miss Cath- 
arine Laux; corresponding secretary, Miss 
Hannah Gerhard; statistical secretary, Miss 
Grace, Royer; treasurer, Miss Jeanette Alt- 
house. The Departmental secretaries re- 
main unchanged with the exception of the 


The delegates were challenged 


Literature secretary. Mrs. Harvey J. Trox 
ell was elected in the place of Mrs. Edwin 
W. Lentz. 

The following figures were gathered from 
the reports of officers: Total receipts, $17,- 
476.80, of which $8,997.14 was budget and 
$4,155.04 Thank Offering; membership, 
4,670, an increase of 713 members during 
the year. 

Inspirational Messages—Miss Helen B. 
Ammerman, of Yochow City, China,. and 
Prof. Paul Gerhard, of Sendai, Japan, 
brought compelling messages from the for- 
eign field, on Wednesday evening. The 
pastor, Rey. M. A. Kieffer, conducted the 
devotions and presided at the service. On 
Thursday evening, Rev. James M. Mullan 
delivered a vigorous discourse on ‘‘Stew- 
ardship.’’? Rev. Elmer G. Leinbach, pastor 
of First Reformed Church, conducted the 
devotions. The combined choirs of St. 
John’s and First Church rendered excellent 
music. 

Fellowship Service—Tuesday evening the 
delegates received a cordial welcome at an 
informal service arranged by the mission- 
ary societies of the two above-named con- 
gregations. Words of greeting were spok- 
en by Pastors Kieffer and Leinbach and 
representatives of sister missionary socie- 
ties. The very good music, both orchestra 
and vocal, gave much pleasure to the visi- 
tors. Refreshments were served and the 
delegates became acquainted with their 
hostesses. 

Mrs. Harvey J. Troxell, 22214 North 
Thirteenth street, Allentown, was elected 
editor of this department and will assume 
the work immediately. In behalf of Mrs, 
Troxell we solicit the co- operation of the 
members of the W. M.S., in sustaining and 
improving this medium of publicity for our 
work, and also wish to thank the many 
friends who have assisted in the past. 

The W. M. S., Center Hall, Pa., Rev. R. 
R. Jones, pastor, have been doing 


some 
‘fextras’’ during the summer. They have 
sent four quilts to Mrs. Hoy, Yochow, 


China; three quilts to Bethany Orphans’ 
Home, also two and one-half dozen knives 
and forks for the children’s dining room 
at Bethany Orphans’ Home. 

Notices—The Autumnal Meeting of the 
W. M.S. of East Pennsylvania Classis wiil 
be held in Grace Church, Northampton, Pa., 


Rev. John B. Stoudt, pastor, Friday, Octo- 


ber 10, at 10 A. M. and 1.15 P. M. Prof. 
Paul sf: Gerhard will speak in the after- 
noon. 

The semi-annual meeting of the W. M.S., 
Goshenhoppen Classis, will be held in 
Zion’s Church, Pottstown, Pa., on Satur- 
day afternoon and evening, October 11.. 
Miss Carrie Kerschner, executive secretary 
of the W. M.S. G. 8., will deliver the ad- 
dress of the evening. 


NOTICE 


The annual meeting of the Society for 
the Relief of Ministers and ther Widows: 
will be held in Salem Reformed Church,. 
Allentown, Pa., on Monday, October 13th, 
at 20 ’elock pees 


D. N. Dittmar, Secretary. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 
The First Trip 


Last Sunday afternoon the Bethany Gice 
Club took its first trip to sing away from 
home. They had looked forward to it 
with fond anticipation, and when it became 
a reality they were in no way disappointed. 


The trip itself was a treat. Some kind 
neighbors had been engaged to transport 
the members of the club and their leader, 
and for most of the girls an automopile 
ride is a rare treat. | 
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And then it was a treat to go to tains’ 
Church, the spiritual home of the famous 
B. O. H. League, with the assurance that 
at the end of the journey there would be a 


warm welcome and an 


ence. 


appreciative 


Also it was a treat to find the people 
give expression to their appreciation in a 
way that would give encouragement and 
inspiration. Judging by what we heard, 
the Glee ‘Club must have looked well and 
they must have pleased the people with 
their singing, all of which was specially 
important on the first trip. 


After the services were over the Glee 
Club was invited to stay a little while for 
a treat of ice cream and cake, the cele- 
brated ‘‘layer cake’’ for which the people 
in that community have become famous in 
the estimation of the children of the Home 
-and their caretakers. 


After all had eaten to their heart’s con- 
tent, and their stomach’s capacity, quite 
a lot of cake was left over. The Hains 
Church friends suggested that it should 
be taken along back to Bethany and the 
Glee Club members agreed to use this cake 
for a treat for the Bethany Band boys, 
and so these also had some of the fruits 
of the first trip. 


There are rumors that there might be 
another invitation shortly from another 
place where they would also like to have 
the Glee Club help with an entertainment. 
We do not know how much there is to it, 
but there might soon be a second trip. 


It remains to be told that the B. O. H. 
League of Hains’ Church not only fur- 
nished free transportation and excellent 
refreshments, but also capped the climax 
with a handsome check with instructions 
that it should go into the treasury of the 
‘Club. 


_ Meanwhile the Bethany Band is patient- 
ly practicing in the hope that they also 
may become competent to furnish accept- 
able musie and that some time in the not 


too distant future they may also take their . 


first trip. 


‘THE LARGEST OF OUR PITISBUGH 
CHURCHES 


By Dr. Henry Gekeler 


In Greater Pittsburgh Trinity Reformed 
‘Church is the largest of our Reformed 
Churches. The writer, who supplied its 
pulpit on August 24, while taking a vaca- 
tion in the environs of Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
was interested to know how this Chureh 
came to be the largest in the group. _ 

Among the most recent causes is, of 
course, the faithful and efficient work of 
Dr. Robb, who has just retired from its 
pastorate. His enforced retirement from 
the ministry, which we trust will not be 
permanent, is part of the price he paid for 
his success in this field. The Church has 
done a handsome thing in grateful recogni- 
tion of his services by continuing him in 
an emeritus relation. 

Another cause was the pastorate of Dr. 
Leinbach, now Editor of the ‘‘Reformed 
Church Messenger.’’?’ He added no small 
number to the Church’s membership. It 
was the writer’s privilege to hear this 
former pastor preach a beautiful sermon in 
his old pulpit on ‘‘Tdealism.’’ It was easy 
to understand the drawing and upbuilding 
(edifying) poWer of Trinity’s pulpit while 
Dr. Leinbach was its oceupant. 

Before him came my old college mate, 
Rev. Clem Alspach. He rallied the Chureh 
to the great project of a handsome edifice, 
that has ever since housed the congrega- 


audi- 
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tion. It was a big undertaking, and when 
completed gave the Church a new stand- 
ing in the community and a drawing power 
which it would not otherwise have exerted. 
Great credit is given him for his leader- 
ship at a crucial time in the Church’s his- 
tory. 

But earlier than this there was another 
reason for Trinity’s success, greater per- 
haps than any of the preceding. It is one 
instance among others of what the laymen 
did for the advaneement of this Church, 
and therefore deserves stressing. At one 


time the financial depression of the con- - 


gregation was so low that it seemed as if 
the Church must close its doors. At this, 
perhaps the most critical juncture in Trin- 
ity’s affairs, four laymen of the congrega- 
tion mortgaged their homes-so that their 
beloved Church might be tided over its 
difficulties. 

When the recital of reasons for Trinity’s 
success reached this point, I lost interest 
in tracing the reasons farther. It was, 
as we hear on the street, ‘‘ ’nuf sed.’’ 

There are other struggling Churches that 
ean become prosperous ones. Leadership 
by pastors will help to this end, especially 
if there is loyal following by the member. 
ship. And there is room for lay initiative 
in reaching this desirable goal. That spirit 
always helps and is always needed. 

Akron, Ohio. 


NOTICE. 


The Potomac Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
Trinity Reformed ‘Church, Hanover, Pa., 
Monday evening, October 27th, at 7.45 
o’clock. 

Delegates and representatives of boards 
and institptions should inform the under- 
signed by mail of the time of their arrival. 
The Synod will be entertained on the 
Harvard plan. 


Marsby J. Roth, Pastor Loci. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EASTERN 
SYNOD, OCTOBER 13, 1919 


The Eastern Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
173rd annual sessions on Monday, October 
13, 1919, at 7.45 P. M., in Salem Church, 


Allentown, Pa., the Rev. J. M. G. Darms, 


D. D., pastor. 

The Synod will again meet in general 
convention. The attention of charges and 
consistories is called to the instruction of 
the several Classes requiring that they bear 
the necessary expenses of their respective 


delegates, pastor and elder, excepting the 


traveling expenses as provided for by the 
special action of the Synod of Lancaster. 
(See Minutes, 1917,, pages 40-41.) 

The Constitution of the Reformed Chureh 
requires that delegates be punctual in at- 
tending the sessions of the judicatories-to 
which “they have been elected, and that 


they remain until the close of the sessions. © 


(See Art. 57 of the Constitution.) 

By action of the Synod of Easton the 
certified roll of the Classis becomes the of- 
ficial roll of the Eastern Synod whenever 
Synod meets in general convention. 

Announcement concerning hotel accom- 
modations and meals will he made in due 
season by the pastor loci. - 

The several Boards and bppacial Commit- 
tees are requested to send ‘their reports 
and other official documents to the Stated 
Clerk of Synod not later than Friday, Oc- 
tober 3, 1919. These documents should be 
sent typewritten and in duplicate copy. 
By order of the Eastern Synod. 

Elder ie Irvin Moyer, 
Vice-President. — 
Rey. J. Rauch Stein, 


students and persons taking special wor 


_ ulty and students are anxious to 
-year one of the very best in Hood’s 


ful yesterdays and confident to-m 


mee order, but fate of tr 


Stated Clexk. ae 


OcroBer 2, 1919, — 


OPENING DAYS AT HOOD COLLEGE 


Bright eyes, hopeful and expectant faces 
and happy interchange of greeting were 
quite in evidence during the first days of 
the Hood ‘College term. At the formal open- 
ing on September 11, President J. H. Ap- 
ple presided, and Dr. Charles E. Wehler, 
acting President for the coming year, ad- 
dressed a large number of students, faculty — 
members, and friends. In his excellent ad- 
dress Dr. Wehler spoke of education as 
the development of the physical, intellee- — 
tual, and moral powers of an individual. 
After congratulating the young women 
upon being students at Hood, and showing 
advantages to be obtained there, he out- _ 
lined very clearly what he felt should be 
the life of a normal, enthusiastic, sincere es 
student at college. ‘The address was ex- 
ceedingly appropriate and should prove to. 
be profitable to both students and faculty 
members. 

The crowded condition of Brodbeck Hall 
on opening day revealed the gratifying and ~ 
hopeful state of affairs at Hood. Thé eree-— 
tion of the new dormitory is imperative 
and should\be immediate. Hood has reac 
ed and is overstepping her capacity w 
164 boarding students (representing 18 di 
ferent States), and .over a hundred da; 


In addition a number of the county t 
ers are enrolled in classes in education | 
English. The outlook is most prom 
During the coming year the Pres 
home and the dormitory must be built, 
the improvements to Brodbeck ‘Hall 
feeted if Hood is to advance. 
The regular work is now in or 


tory. The faculty has undergone s 
changes. The new members bring a f 
ness and vigor which will prove_stim 
and uplifting, All the departments 
capable hands, so the work will not 
from lack of trained, earnest teac 
Thus we might. write indefinitely o 
happiness which help to make up - 
ments and hours of our time. It can tt 
be ’said of those who work for th 
terests of Hood that life is made of fe h 


HARVEST JOY AT CEDAR CRI 

Happiness does not fully exp 
feelings of those who were present 
opening exercises of the college at | 
Crest. It was a season of joy, of grea 
the joy of the harvest. .It was p1 
everywhere. The treasurer see s 
full of it, for he saw the pr 
larger income. The president a 
ulty were full of it, for they s 
portunity for larger usefulness 1 
favorable conditions. The stude 
full of it, for they saw the possib 
a richer and fuller college life and s 

The buildings and ground are | 
more Deeper L aes eee 


that has cabal upo 
The men of the large 
vision are bene 
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halls of the beautiful dor 
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ture to help to house the girls whose par- 
ents-have discovered what a desirable place 
for the education of their daughters is 
Cedar Crest. 

- Tt was not ever thus.’’? There was a 
long and weary time of laying foundations, 
of sowing seed, of pleading for loyal and 
liberal support. There was not much of joy 
in those days except that which comes 
from the knowledge of faithfulness to 
one’s own people and their higher inter- 
ests. Thank God for the foresight of the 
fathers and the patient perseverance of 
those who succeeded them in the trust. 


C4 


They sowed in tears, but we believe that 
they rejoice with those who now reap in 
joy. 

The writer had a special harvest joy in 
connection with this joyous college open- 
ing. Among the new students he found 
one whom he had baptized when she was a 
baby and whose career he had followed 
with much interest and whom he always 
hoped to find some day in the college of 
her own people. To find arguments, plead- 
ings and prayers answered at last was no 
small part of the harvest. joy at Cedar 
Crest on Wednesday morning. 


D-DD SELD- >-CI-< 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
: ber 12, 1919 


~ FISHERS OF MEN 
Mark 1: 14-20 

Golden Text—Jesus said unto them, Come 
ye after Me, and I will make you to be- 
come fishers of men. Mark 1: 17. 

Lesson Outline—l. Followers of Jesus. 
2. Fishers of Men. 

Our lesson takes us into the second year 
of Jesus’ public ministry. Eight, or more, 
months before this time, at the Jordan, 
near the beginning of the Master’s career, 
certain men had been pointed to Him, and 
became His disciples (John 1: 29-49). Now 
we learn that they became His permanent 

_ helpers. 4 

We do not know what definite part these 
chosen men had in the preparatory period 
of our Lord’s ministry. But it is evident 
from our records that their eall to be- 
come fishers of men was not an instantan- 
eous act. It was a gradual and peop rosie 
process. 

First, these men Tieisaetuss Fed be 
“caught; ”? and only then can they catch 
others. They must become followers of 
Jesus before they can be fishers of men. 
And, thus, after a year of friendship and 
fellowship with Jesus, more or less transi- 
ent and desultory; after months of ripen- 

‘ing intimacy*and insight, these disciples 


Octo- 


were called to become His permanent help- 


ers. Both He and they were ready for it. 


- The Lord needed assistants, as He was 


about to enter upon His great Galilean 
ministry. And the men were prepared to 
assist Him. Gradually | their attachment to 
Him and to His cause had ripened to the 
point of personal surrender and complete 
consecration. : 

I. Followers of Jesus—Our topic is 
““Wishers of Men.’’ We are to study 
“Ways of Winning Men.’’ But that re- 
quires, first of all, that we direct our at- 


tention to the men themselves who are to 
2 


act as fishers, and to do the winning. ‘‘ Win- 
ning men’’ is not, primarily, a question of 
methods, however important they may be, 
but of men. It requires a certain type of 
men to become efficient fishermen for 
Character is the chief qualifica- 
tion. Personal experience is the indispens- 
able preparation. Much else is needed, espe- 
_ cially in our day, to prepare men for a 
- Christian ministry, but, without vital ex- 
ence, all. else fails. Our records enable 


MENEELY BELL CO 


Y,NN.AND 
; (eee ek ONE Y.CITY. 


ts 


“eh 


. 


us to speak with some confidence about the 
manner in which Simon, Andrew, James, 
and John were called to become the help- 
ers of Jesus. Reading the culmination of 
their discipleship, which is recorded in our 
present lesson, in connection with its be- 
ginning (John 1: 29-34), we may learn 
how men become followers of Jesus, and 
how followers were called to become fish- 
ers of men, 


The call of these four men was due, first, 
to the testimony of the Baptist. Then came 
the gracious invitation, ‘‘Come and see,’’ 
which marked the beginning of a new ex- 
perience. That was followed by a long 
peuiod of growing fellowship and intimacy, 
during which these incipient followers of 
Jesus were learners (disciples). Finally 
came the climax of full surrender, when 
the friends of the Master were ready to 
leave all, and prepared to become fishers 
of men. Thus, their call to become fishers 
of men was a gradual process, and, from 
beginning to end, it was a personal expe- 
rience. These men were won, not by doc- 
trines about Christ, not by theological ar. 
gument, or by Old Testament proof-texts, 
but by a living contaet with Christ Him- 
self, and the steps by which they came 
to a full discipleship have their permanent 


significance. They are testimony, train. 
ing, and surrender. _ 
There must be continuous - testimony 


borne to Christ, if there are to be follow- 
ers. Some-John the Baptist must point 
men to Jesus. And his witnessing must 
be vital, as well as verbal. Practice must 
illuminate precept. It was the life of tho 
desert preacher that clothed his testimony 
with persuasive power and induced two of 
his followers to go after Jesus. Similar 


verbal and vital testimony must be borne — 


to Jesus Christ today. Not merely in 
sermons by preachers, but throughout our 
social order, in all the spheres of life, and 
on all the days of the week. But there is 
special need of witnessing to ‘Christ, as 
the Savior of mankind, in home and school, 
where children are learning the difficult art 
of life. — : 

But our human testimony can do no more 
than point men to Jesus. He alone can 
win the allegiance of hearts. Through tho 
testimony of others, men must come to 
Christ Himself in their personal experience. 
Thus it was of old. Andrew and John 
eame to Christ, saying, ‘‘Master, where 
dwellest thou ’’ And He replied, ‘‘Come 
and see.’’ They spent that day with Jesus. 
It was the beginning of a living experi- 
ence that led, ‘finally, to a full surrender 
to Christ’s eall for helpers. In the course 
of that experience they were being trained 
to trust and to test Jesus. It was not at 
all a theoretical training, such as men 
may get from books in schools. It was 
practical. They saw His works; they heard 
His words; they felt the power of His 


Spirit. In quiet fellowship with Jesus, 
hearing and doing, trusting and testing, 
the testimony of the Baptist became. their 
personal conviction. TWeir admiration of a 
great prophet ripened into their adoration 
of .the Savior of the world. They were 
ready, then, to leave all and follow Him. 


So it must be today. Testimony must be 
followed by training. But it is. Jesus 
Christ Himself who must train men. It is 
a practical course of ‘Christian experience, 
not a theoretical course of doctrines and 
speculations. It consists of practical ex- 
perimentation, of trusting the Master and 
of testing the truth which He proclaimed. 
Thus, in personal experience, they gain con- 
victions which truly make them followers 
of Christ. But men do not become His fol- 
lowers by joining a Church, learning a 
catechism, or reciting a creed. These 
things have an importance of their own. 
But they come in the wake of a personal 
experience. They are an outward expres- 
sion of it. Many a man has begun his 
Christian discipleship with sonorous creeds 
and full-fledged theologies and the end has 
been doubt and denial. The creed was a 
test imposed from without, but not a tes- 
timony born within the man. It was a 
profession rather than a confession, But 
if, aided by some faithful Baptist, men 
come to Christ, if they accept His gra- 
cious invitation, ‘‘Come and see,’’ if they 
test and try His gospel and grace in their 
own life, they will never doubt or deny 
that He is, indeed, the Savior of mankind. 
Christ still wins the loyal allegiance of all 
who really come to know Him. He still 
satisfies all seekers of truth and stills the 
deep yearning of the heart for God. 


II. Fishers of Men—Thus, these four 
men were prepared to become fishers of. 
men. Jesus called them away from their 
former tasks and duties, and they respond- 
ed eagerly to His summons. What, now, 
was it that qualified them for their new 
and high calling? 

They were, without exception, men of 
humble and lowly origin. Like most, if 
not all, of the religious leaders of the 
world, they came out of obscure surround- 
ings. The things we deem requisite for 
secular leadership and material success they 
lacked. And yet Jesus made them His as- 
sistants. Culture and talents, pedigree and 
wealth are not indispensable in the service 
of Jesus. They may, indeed, become mighty 
agencies for the establishment of the 
Kingdom, but only as the tools of the 
humble spirit and the contrite heart. In 
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themselves they do not furnish the neces- 


sary equipment for fishers of men. 

Again, we may note the differences and 
imperfections of this small group. All 
were called to become fishers of men; yet 


they were by no means alike, and none of 
them was perfect. James and John were 
‘¢sons of thunder,’’ prone to vehement 
speech and violent deed, Andrew was a 
practical, sober character, quick in decis- 
ion and prompt in action. Peter had the 
mercurial temperament. He was ardent 
and impulsive. But these men, so various 
in their original endowment, were alike in 
their devotion to Christ, and in their con- 
secration to His cause. And as each was 
unlike the other, so all were imperfect. 
Peter denied His Lord; the sons of Zebe- 
dee vexed Him with their false zeal and 
selfish ambition; and they all forsook Him, 
even after years of fellowship and intim- 
acy. And yet the Master made them the 
pillars of a new spiritual temple of hu- 
manity. Gradually, the redemptive power 
of His spirit transformed the base metal 
of their lives into the pure gold of Chris- 
tian character. 

Thus. a Christian congregation consists 
of many kinds of men. Most of them are 
poor and humble folk; they are imperfect 
and they differ in many respects. But all 
of them are called to become fishers of 
men. And their chief qualification , for 
their holy calling is their common faith 
in Jesus Christ as the Savior, born in per- 
sonal experience, and their sincere purpose 
to promote the Kingdom of God upon 
earth. 

Given such men, we can win the world 
for Christ. They will be living witnesses, 
whose testimony of word and deed will be 
like an irresistible magnet. Some of them 
may have special gifts of presenting the 
truth of Christ in sermons and books. Oth- 
ers may excel in Christian ministries of 
merey and righteousness, as the leaders of 
great movements for social amelioration 
and regeneration. But greater than what 
some say and others do, will be what all 
of them are. As Christ- like men, they will 
be a light shining into the, darkness, and 
a leaven cast into a corrupt world. The 
quiet, constant influence of such men, whom 
Christ has ‘‘caught,’’? will do. more to 
‘““eatch others’’ for Christ than spectacu- 
lar revivals and sensational campaigns. 


A LITTLE STORY FOR THE LESSON 
(October 12) 
By Gertrude Cogan Lyon 
“* Jesus said, Follow Me.’’ (Johu 1: 43). 
The devil also says, follow me. And he 
also makes fishers of men. He especially 


looks for those whom the followers of 
Jesus neglect to invite. Near a small town 


in New York years ago lived a boy who 


was not in Sunday School. A thoughtful 
woman of the neighborhood said to the 
Sunday School superintendent, ‘‘There is 
a boy living back in the hills beyond out 
place who ought to be in Sunday School, 
I wish you would speak to him.’’, ‘‘Why 
‘do you not speak to him?’’? was the re- 


joinder. ‘‘Well, he is very eccentric and 
queer; they are our neighbors and I just 
feel like being a bit cautious. But he 


should be in Sunday School and I thought 
you could talk to him.’’ ‘‘Who is he ”’ 
asked the superintendent. ‘‘ Joseph Smith,’’ 
was the reply. A smile broke over the 
face of the superintendent at the thought 
of any one being anxious about this boy 
whom the neighborhood regarded as a sim- 
pleton, and he passed off the matter with 
the remark, ‘‘Oh, Joseph will never turn 


the world upside down.’’? Joseph Smith 
was not invited to come to Sunday School, 
and the matter was entirely forgotten. The 
friends of Jesus were idle. But his enemy, 


Satan, 
to follow him. 


was busy; he invited Joseph Smith 
And he accepted that invi- 
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tation. He became the founder of Mormon- 
ism, one of the foulest systems that ever 
was invented. 
dent was told the writer by a niece of 
the woman who spoke to the superintend- 
ent. We were together in a far Western 
town, where we could behold the spirit- 


ual and moral rayages of Mormonism. She -~ 


said the remorse of her aunt was great, 
when in later years.she learned of the false 
religion being founded by Joseph Smith. 
She felt that had she gone to him in the 
name’ of Christ he might have followed 
Him instead of becoming a leader for evil. 

Mormons are taught and -believe that 
they are subtly coming into power and 
some day their head will be the President 
of the United States. They have had a 
missionary at the Capitol for some years 
in the person of Senator Reed Smoot. He 
has been very meek and quiet. People 
would not believe this mild-mannered man 
had any other than a loyal citizen’s mo- 
tive in being there. But ‘‘the day’’ came 
a few weeks ago. The day he has long 
waited for, quietly, patiently. Discussion 
of the Peace Treaty gave him his longed- 
for opportunity. He testified for the Book 
of Mormon, for the ‘‘Prophet of God, Jo- 
seph Smith.’’ At the Capitol of the great: 
est nation on earth did he testify. Oh! 
there was praise for the Prophet in Utah 
that day! For this was ‘‘ Apostle’? Smoot 
sent to Congress. For this had they wait- 
ed and prayed, that the testimony of Jo- 
seph Smith might come before the head 
of this great nation. And the Senators sat 
there and listened, while a Mormon quoted 


from the Book of Mormon, at great length,’ 


putting into the mouth of Joseph Smith cer. 
tain of the prophecies of Jesus Christ, and 
saying, ‘‘God thus revealed Himself to and 
through His Prophet, Joseph Smith.’? And 
we are not told that there was one word 
of protest against this lie on the Holy 
Bible, not one voice raised for Christ. Yes, 
the time had come for Apostle Smoot to 
testify, and he did. He is still there oe- 
cupying a seat in the Senate. And many 
fear he is there to serve the Mormon hier- 
archy. If ‘so, he will take the next oppor- 
tunity, and the next, for the devil also 
makes fishers of men, and Mormonism ex- 
pects to catch a nation in its net. (For 
an account of Senator Smoot’s ‘‘testi- 
mony’? see the ‘‘ Philadelphia North Amer- 
ican’’ of August 25.) 

The followers of Jesus must pass His 
‘‘Wollow me’’ on to all, no matter what 
their mental, physical or moral condition 
may be. He is mighty to save. — 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


October 12th. Training in Citizenship 
I Peters 2: 11-20: 


Probably at no time in our history was 
there a more urgent need for a high type of 
citizenship than today. We are face to 
face with gigantie problems which seem to 
threaten the very life of some of our most 
cherished ideals and institutions. The 
strategic place which America occupies 
among the nations.of the world calls for a 
citizenship of a superior order. No nation 


is greater or stronger than its citizenship.. 


Laws do not make a nation, Laws without 
obedient citizens to carry them~ out are 
weak and ineffective. The people make the 
country. A nation is what its citizens are. 
But citizens are not made in a day. They 
must grow and develop. They must be 
trained. 
minds and hearts a sense of the ideals for 
which the nation stands, and they must be 
brought to a willingness to live for the 


best interests of the country. The prob-~ 


lems of citizenship in a country like Amer- 
ica become involved and delicate by rea- 
son of the polyglot he be: na here. © 


The Sunday School inci- 


There must be instilled into their 
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If America was comprised, like some other ir 
countries, of a single nationality, the+task 
of citizenship would be comparatively sis 
ple. But here we have all kinds of racia 
and national and lingual lines. We 
made up of many nations. Thirty mil 
of foreigners or children of foreigners a 
in our midst. Some of them have broug 
with them ideals—national, social, mor 
spiritual—which are contrary to thos 
upon which this country was founded. Hoy 
to Americanize this motley throng, h 
to unify these different strains and stran 
into a compact, solid body of Ameri 
citizens, is one of the pressing proble: 
of the hour. 

Various agencies are offering their si 
ices in the accomplishment of this ta: reid 
There are some very unwholesome influ 2: 
ences at work. There is organized effort — 
to deflect people from attaining the high 
est type of citizenship. Much in our pr 
ent-day industrial system is antagoni 
to a high degree of citizenship. It serv 
to breed distrust, dissatisfaction, re 0 
tion, anarchy. Classes are arrayed agai 
each other, and instead of becoming b 
ers and benefactors they are foes and fi 
ers. 
_ One of the first things necessary i 
ing for citizenship is an apprecia 
the ideals of our country. The: 
use in training unless we have a 
motive for it. The ideals of our 
are expressed in the opening sen 
the Declaration of Independence, whi 
forth ideas of equality, brotherhood, 
~and the pursuit of happiness. Thess 
we stand for, and these must Tee 
into the consciousness of all ou 
The ideal of brotherhood is a lofty ¢ 
banishes class and caste spirit. 
alts unselfishness, love, service, — 
“ness, co-operation. America stands 
_high type of manhood and womanh 0 
an intelligent citizenship, for lof 
and ethical principles. Now, we 
no worthy citizenship unless the 
are constantly cherished and .~ pr 
They need to be ineuleated and ma 
the ruling spirit and passion o 
people. This needs to be done 
for the stranger in our midst, bu 
the native-born American, for 
latter there are still too many who h 
low conception of the duties they 
their country. They are perfectly 
to enjoy the protection which th 
try affords them, but have no thous 
qualifying themselves for the hig 
best type of citizenship. — “i 

Training for citizenship involves 
telligent exercise of the rights and 
of citizenship. There are about- t 
million male voters in the United | 
The modern ballot requires a ce 
gree of intelligence on the part. 
voter. He must know how to res 
write in order to vote intelligent ye 
the first draft of the young manh 
America for the war revealed the as 
ing fact that more than 300,000 
the fifst quota of a million and a 
could not read nor write. Here isa y 
neglect on the part of somebody. 
ures, too, disclosed the amazing fa: 
fully one-third of our young men 1 
physically incapable of serving their 
try in the highest capacity when 
try was put to its supreme test. 

of intelligent, normal, efficient citiz 
never more apparent than when the ti 
time came to this country. qt was 
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that the nation had not been properly look- 
ing after its citizenship, and it was al. 
most pitiable to see how it now ealled upon 
its young men to die for it whom it had 
so sorely neglected in times of peace. Of 
, course, there were those who did qualify 
> and who led the forces of America to vic- 
_ tory, but the fact remains that many were 
disqualified for one reason or another. 

Let us now look at some of the agencies 

and institutions that help to train citi- 
* zens. 

There is, first, the public school. This 
is the great digestive organ, the assimilat- 
ing agency in the nation. Here different 
nationalities are fused into one. Here 
principles of patriotism and devotion to 
duty, and loyalty to ideals, are instilled 
into the young and plastic mind. Care 

; must be exercised, however, that the pub- 
lic school does not become a breeder of 

revolution and anarchy. It may be made a 
power for evil as well as for good, and, 
therefore, only teachers of high and un- 

questioned patriotism and fidelity should 
be allowed to teach, and only textbooks 

that are true and without bias or foreign 
propaganda should be allowed to be used. 
_ Another agency is the State itself. Now, 
the State exists for the protection of its 
citizens and for the promotion, in a com- 
mon, united way, of the ideals for which 
the nation stands. Consequently, the State 
must make it safe for its citizens to live in 
it. It must protect them against physical 
: harm, but also against those forms of ex- 
_- ploitation which rob the citizen of his 
_ lawful rights in the enjoyment of freedom 
. and the pursuit of happiness, as well as in 
making a livelihood for himself and _fam- 
at g ily. 


: Still another agency is the Church. This 
is the institution of religion, and religion 
plays a vital part in creating, promoting 
- and sustaining high ethical, moral and na- 
tional ideals. Freedom and brotherhood 
and equality are essentially religious ele- 
-.ments. They have had their birth in re- 
_ ligion and they thrive best in a religious 
soil. Therefore, the State recognizes the 
institutions of religion. It exempts them 
from taxation and protects them against 
molestation. It would be a serious mis- 
take to ignore religion as a factor in the 
raining of true citizenship. The issue 
today is revolution or religion. Religion 
alone will solve some of our modern prob- 
ems. 

_ The need of leadership in the nation to- 
se day is greater than ever. We need a type 
. of citizenship that will be able to bring to- 


me 


ov gether into a strong national unit the di- 
__-verse and divergent elements in the nation, 
- We need a new Moses who will organize 
our > mob into a solidarity of principle and 
: rpose that will put and keep America in 
oe ae of leadership among the nations 


the world. ; ‘ 


he privileges of American citizenship 
great. Who would not be an Amer- 
ican today? But its duties and-responsibil- 
ities are” peasy great. Let us learn more 


not ‘of form or ceremony. Swat cten 
bee tn defined by several of our leaders 
if 


has b 
of the soul of men.’’ 


gi. that. reli 
a formal or national tie, as-mem- 
ation, But it did 


ritual, ethical ae 


Religion eeanod fe a 
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Ps life. Nor ean it ‘be con- 


Py ie daily 
But it must. be the 


ed glass windows. 


the main wall of the lower hall. 


tee consisted not in ~ 


one place,—the Church; ‘nor to 


Spirit of the Lord Jesus, Himself. No 
ritual, no outer form, no venerable creed, 
no conventionality can be substituted for 
holiness of life. If you have all the former 
and lack the latter, you are not religious. 
Applied Christianity is but the working 
out of individual religion in all cireum- 
stances and conditions of social life. Thank 
God there is such a thing as a civi¢é con. 
seience. This demands the extension of 
religion to the realms of business, industry 
and government. And since the War there 
is a world-conscience. It is this, and not 
vengeance. that demands that Germany 
make reparation for her sins against hu- 
manity. -In the reconstruction, we must 
rigidly apply our religion to the problems 
of life as they press for solution. Democra- 
cy, in its larger scope, is nothing but. re- 
ligion worked out in our social life. Only 


through the Kingship of Jesus will we 


reach the ideals of Democracy. 
W. E. G. 


BAER MEMORIALS IN SECOND 
CHURCH, READING - 


September 21 marked an important and 
interesting day in the history of the Sec- 
ond Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Dr. Scott 
R. Wagner, pastor, when the new memorial 
front of the edifice was dedicated with 
fitting ceremony, aud a beautiful full brass 
tablet unveiled. This new front, which is 
of Indiana limestone, was built at a cost 
of $50,000, as a memorial to the late 
George F. Baer, president of the Reading 
Railway Company, and Mrs. Baer, and was 
given by their daughters, Marion Baer 
Appel, Helen Baer Coxe, Mary Baer Hiest- 


~ er, Emily Baer Knapp, and Nellie O. Baer 


Smith, 

The congregation invested several thou- 
sand dollars more for various other im- 
provements, so that the actual outlay for 
the new addition reaches nearly $60,000. 
Although this new front does not add to 
the seating capacity of the Church, it pro- 
vides a larger vestibule, a wider stair- 
case to the main auditorium and other im- 
provements. Just above the upper second 
floor hall there is a spacious office and 
study for the pastor, robing rooms for the 
organist and chorister, and other accommo- 
dations. In the basement there is a roomy 
dining room and kitchen. The floorings are 
worked out in marble: f 

The beautiful arrangement of thé stained 
glass windows of this magnificent edifice 
has always been the subject of favorable 
comment among those who appreciate 
period Church architecture. In the walls 


of the new addition alone there are set in 


niches 32 very beautifully designed stain- 
Over the main door 
there are also three stained. glass tran- 
soms, 

The memorial tablet is. a magnificent 
piece of workmanship, the handicraft of 
the D’Ascenzo Studios, Philadelphia. It is 
30 by 50 inches in size and is mounted on 
The en- 
ameling and lettering are finely brought 
out by the artists, and the inscription 
reads, ‘‘In memory of George F. Baer, 
1842- 1914, and his wife, Emily Kimmel, 
1840- 1915.”? 

At the services matics the formal com- 
pletion of this beautiful work, the pastor, 
Dr. Wagner, preached in the morning on 
the theme, ‘‘The Place of the ‘Church in 
This Age’? (Gen. 12: 7). At the evening 
worship a memorial address was given by 
the Rev. R. W. Miller, D. D., and the elo- 
quent sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Samuel R. Bridenbaugh, of Oak Lane, 
Philadelphia, the former pastor of the Sec- 


ond Church. William 8. Hollenback, or- 


ganist, had prepared musical programs of 
high order for both services. For the 
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Edward Mekker, of ,Pontiac, Mich., writes me: 
“The ‘More Eggs’ Tonic did wonders for me. I 
had 29 hens when I got the tonic and was getting 
five or six eggs a day. April Ist I had over 1,200 
eggs. I never saw the equal.’’ Any poultry raiser 
can easily double his profits by doubling his egg 
production of his hens. A scientific tonic has been 
discovered that revitalizes the flock and makes hens 
work all the time. The tonic is called ““More Eggs.” 
Give your hens a few cents’ worth of “More Eggs” 
and you will be amazed and delighted with results. 


Million Dollar Bank 
Guarantees Results 


A million dollar bank guarantees if you’re not 
absolutely satisfied, your money will be returned on 
request and the “More Eggs” cost you nothing. 
“More. Eggs” will double this year’s production of 
eggs, so if you wish to try this guaranteed profit- 
maker, write E. J. Reefer, poultry expert, 6107 
Reefer Bldg., Kansas City, Mo., for $1.00 package 
of “More Eggs” Tonic. 


Poultry Raisers Everywhere Tell 
Wonderful Results of “More Eggs” 


‘‘More Eggs’’ a Godsend > 


I received your ‘‘More Eggs” Tonic and found it 
was a great Godsend. I was only getting 12 eggs a 
day, and now I am getting 50 per day. 

MYRTLE ICE, Boston, Ky. 
‘“*More Eggs’’ Paid the Pastor 


I can’t express in words how much I have been 
benefited by “‘More Eggs. ” TI have paid my debts, 
clothed the children in new dresses, and that is 
not all—I paid my pastor his dues. I sold 4214 doz- 
en eggs last week, set 4 dozen, ate some, and had 

114 dozen left. 

MRS. LENA McBROON, Woodbury, Tenn. 


1200 Eggs from 29 Hens 


The “More Eggs” Tonic did wonders for me. I 
had 29 hens when I got the tonic and was getting 
five or six eggs a day. April 1st I had over 1200 
eggs. I never saw the equal. 

EDW. MEKKER, Pontiac, Mich. 


160 Hens—1500 Eggs 


T have fed 2 boxes of “More Eggs” to my hens 
and I think they have broken the egg record. I 
have 160 White Leghorns and in exactly 21 days 
I got 125 dozen eggs. 

MRS. H. M. PATTON, Waverly, Mo. 


$200 Worth of Eggs from 44 Hens 


I never used “More Eggs” Tonic until last 
December; then just used one $1.00 package and 
have sold over $200.00 worth of eggs from forty- 
four hens. ‘More Eggs” Tonic did it. 

A. G. THODE, Sterling, Kans., R. No. 2, Box 47. 


1368 Eggs After 1 Package 


Last fall I bought-a box of your “More Eggs” 
Tonic and would -like to have you know the re- 
sult. From January Ist to July 1st my hens laid 
1368 eggs. . E. WHITE, Scranton, Pa. 


Send Coupon 


Every day counts! Send the coupon 
today for a full size package of ‘More 
Eggs’ Tonic. Order now and start your 
hens making money for you. You run no 
risk. A Million-Dollar Bank will refund in- 
stantly if you are not entirely satisfied. 
Profit by the experience of a man who has 
made a fortune out of poultry. Act NOW. 
Just put a dollar bill in with the coupon. 
Send for this bank-guaranteed egg producer 
and profit-maker NOW. Today! 


t 


E. J. Reefer, Poultry Expert 
6107 Reefer Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 


Send me one full-size package of ‘‘More Eggs.” 
Send this with an absolute Bank Guarantee that 
you will refund my money if this tonic is not sat- 
isfactory to me in every way. I enclose $1.00. 
(Bither P. O. money order, your private check 
‘or $1 bill). 
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glad to give excerpts from the address of 
Dr. Miller. 


FUNDAMENTALS ADVOCATED BY THE 
REV. C. F. McCAULEY, D. D., AND 
GEORGE F. BAER, LL. D. 


(Address delivered by the Rev. Rufus W. 
Miller, D. D., at the dedication of the Baer 
Memorials, Sunday, September 21, 1919.) 

In the history of the Second Reformed 
Church, Reading, there are two names in- 
separably associated together: that of Rev. 
Charles F. McCauley, D. D., pastor of the 
Second Church from December 16, 1855, 
to November 26, 1891, and then pastor 
emeritus until his death, June 19, 1892—a 
period of more than thirty-seven years, 
and the second name is that of George 
Frederick Baer, LL.D., who became a mem- 
ber of the Second Church in 1868 and re- 
mained in active connection until April 
26, 1914, the date of his death. 

Dr. McCauley entered upon the pastorate 
of the Second Reformed Church in the hope 
of preventing its dissolution, and he be- 
came the leader of what seemed to be a 
forlorn hope. It was his self-denial and 
zeal which caused it to live. He began 
the pastorate on the promise of a salary 
of $700 per year, declining to continue at 
Middletown, Maryland, where he was of- 
fered what was equivalent .to more than 
twice the amount if he would remain. 

The Church was burdened with an over- 
whelming debt and the mother Church at 
that time was disposed to encourage its 
dissolution and the return of the members 
to the mother Church. Personal applica- 
tion was at last found necessary on the 
part of the pastor to save the congregation. 
There was danger of foreclosure on the 
property. In the midst of snowstorm and 
under discouraging circumstances, Dr. Me- 
Cauley went on -this mission February 16, 
1860. 

For several years he visited various sec- 
tions of the Church—a series of journeys 
extending over 4,500 miles and occupying 
weeks at a time. He well said in a letter: 

“*Had I consulted inclination I would 
have declined the undertaking, but the 
pressing demands of the congregation ren- 
der it necessary for me to be forgetful of 
personal feeling.’’ 

The total sum collected by him and paid 
over to the treasurer of the Church amount- 
ed to $7,256.27. 

The successful establishment of this Eng- 
lish congregation had a profound influ- 
ence upon the mother Church, and by the 
wise suggestion and influence of Dr. Mce- 
Cauley was the means of bringing Dr. 
Benjamin Bausman to Reading as pastor 
of the First Church. The very life and 
character of Dr. McCauley-is wrought into 
the history of this congregation and in a 
real sense, Dr.. McCauley, associated with 
Dr. Benjamin Bausman, became the Father 
of Reformed Church Extension in Reading. 

During his years of ministry the number 
of Reformed Churches in Reading grew 
from 2 to 12. This occasion brings to light 
an illustration of Dr. MeCauley’s personal 
influence and standing in the community. 

Years ago, Mr. George F. Baer, a young 
lawyer of Somerset, wrote to Dr. MeCauley 
asking his advice as to settlement in Read- 
ing. Dr. McCauley entered into a cor- 
respondence with him stating that he was 
needed in Reading for the welfare of the 
community and the work of the Church. 
Mr. Baer came to Reading in 1868 and re- 
mained an active member for the balance 
of his life—46 years—and was for many 
years a Sunday-School teacher and a vast 
power in the congregation. It is evident 
that the faithful preaching of the sainted 
Dr. McCauley and the close personal in- 
timacy as pastor and friend, exercised a 
profound influence upon the views of Mr. 
Baer. I can testify from years of associa- 
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tion, both with Dr. MeCauley and Mr. 
Baer, as to the warm, personal relations of 
the two men and of their molding power 
upon the work of this congregation and 
community. 

Mr. Baer’s was a strong personality. He 
had decided convictions, but was always 
ready to listen and to profit by contact 
with others. One of the foremost edu- 
cators of the country has well said that 
it Was an inspiration to come into contact 
with Mr. Baer. He unconsciously chal- 
lenged every one to do the best of which 
he was capable. 

A man of high principle and absolutely 
fearless, when we come to estimate the 
secret of his influence and success, as judg- 
ed by his own words and conduct, it seems 
to me that we can find them in the three 
texts which I have suggested for this ocea- 
sion.. They are passages of Scripture 
which Mr. Baer himself frequently used. 
These Seripture texts represent the funda- 
mentals advocated by Dr. McCauley and 


Mr. Baer and to the extent to which we. 


are true to them can we be assured of 
wise leadership and a helpful contribution 
to the problems of our day. : 

First of all, we must look to the Church 
and the home for the ineuleation of re- 
ligious teaching which will safeguard the 
State. My. Baer, in an address at the dedi- 
cation of the Boys’ High School, Reading, 
in 1906, well said: 

‘‘The limitations of publie school eduea- 
tion must be supplied by the home and the 
Church. The family, the home, is the be- 
ginning—nay, the very foundation—of all 
civilization. No State system can supplant 
it, nor relieve parents from their natural 
obligations. The duty of training a child 
‘in the way he should go’ is primarily a 
home duty. There, by precept and example, 
children must be taught to honor their par- 
ents, to reverence God, to be obedient, to 
obey the law and respect authority, to be 
unselfish, and to be thrifty and cleanly. 
They must, in short, be taught all the vir- 
tues which are included in the general term 
good character.’’ 

On another occasion he said: 

‘‘Yn the family life and training lies 
the true foundation of integrity and char- 
acter of men and women. You cannot make 
people righteous by legislative enactments. 
St. Paul said that ‘Righteousness was not 
of the law,’ but there are those who want 
a statute passed to regulate everything in 
this life. This vain attempt to make men 
righteous by statutes has been tried so 
often that one would think the better 
sense of the people would return to the 
old idea, that it is only through family 
training in early youth that men and 
women are taught to live upright and hon- 
est lives. The only commandment with a 
promise of a reward is: ‘Honor thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.’ ’’ ; 

Surely it is not out of place on this 
occasion to remind you that not only by 
precept but by example did both Dr. Me- 
Cauley and Mr. Baer, in their own fami- 
lies, illustrate the truth and value of the 
Church relationship and home religious 
training. They trained up their children in 


the way they should go and the children 


have not departed from their teachings. 
Faithful Bible study is another outstand- 
ing characteristic illustrating in the ex- 


‘ample of the two men who have had so 


much to do with the life of this congrega- 
tion. .The style, as well as- the subject 
matter of both the teachings and writings 
of Mr. Baer are saturated with Bible 
quotations and evidence familiarity with 
every part of Scripture. I well remember 


his leeture on the Laws of Moses. .Ot 
this great law-giver he said, on one oeca- 


sion: 
“*His true appearing becomes 


1 


Christian manliness. 
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Educational Column 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed —_ 


Church in the U.S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Professor 
members of the Board of Visitors and members o: Y 
the-Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods. . 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. It also 
offers a post-graduate course of two years, leading 


to the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. ‘ae 
For catalogue or information address the President ~e 
REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D. 
Lancaster, Pa. ‘ 
Central Theological Seminary of the - 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 7 


Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theological 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 


of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) 2 

Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of . 

Study. Tuition free. ’ 
For further information address, aa 

HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. - 

Se re 
. < ) 

Franklin and Marshall College oe 


Lancaster, Pa. - = 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences — 


Campus of fifty-four acres with ten buildings ine ‘ 
cluding thoroughly equipped . Science Balding, nti 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and Complete + 
Athletic Field. } d 
TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER Ill, 
For pte Ye address: ; s.. 
HENRY H. APPLH, D. D. UL. D., Pre 


SUMMER SESSION | 

_ URSINUS COLLEGE, JUNE 23-AUG.1 
College courses and preparatory work under 
regular professors. Full credit everywh 
Every comfort. Vastly superior to crowd é 
universities in hot cities. , aa a 5 
‘Address W. A. KLINE, Dean, Collegeville, Pa. 
CATAWBA COLLEGE, Newton, N. Cc. . as 


Founded 1851. Located in the famous Piedmont — 
section of North Carolina. Healthful c io 


—? 


. 


Open to both sexes. Experienced faculty. w 
ough training. Careful supervision. Lowest rai 
consistent with first class accommodations. Th 
courses with special Departments. Twelve 
scholarships for ministerial students, For cata 
address A, D, WOLFINGER, Presid 


* Franklin and Marshall Academy __ 
Lancaster, Pa. — a, 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Hxcellent advantages at moderate cost. 
About 900 Academy boys entered some 
colleges in the last 20 years. . 
Send for illustrated catalogue. sie 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Prinet 


The Mercersburg Academy a 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory 
being especially. successful. Personal in 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspi 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough sch 
ship, broad attainments, sound judgme 
For catalogue and 


information, address 


WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. 
ert é 7 


D., Preside 
ercersb' 


Virernia, Woodstock . 
The Massanutten Academy 


traditions of the Old Dominion. 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and mo 
scenery. Prepares for college and business 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de cor; 
Easily accessible. Limited to 100 boys. $450. A 
dress Howarp J. Bencuorr, A. M., Hea 


i> “HOOD COLLEGE 
For YouNG WOMEN 
> Frederick, Maryland : 
Standard A.B. and B.S. courses. Also 
Art, Expression and Home Economics. Ac 
course in Pedagogy. Separate preparatory — 
certificate relations. New buildings on 
suburban site. Our own garden and | | 
logue and booklet of views on application. f 
JOS. H. APPLE, LL.D., F 
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mighty, intellectual man, a philospher and 
statesman, profoundly versed in the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians, and the religion and 
traditions of his own people; one whose 
wonderful natural endowments, quickened 
by the inspiration of God, made it possible 
for him to be the teacher of the ages to 
come, and the redacteur of the law which 
has become the sure foundation-stone of 
modern civilization. Whether we regard 
the Mosaic record as a divine revelation 
to‘man, or merely as the evidence of Moses’ 
own capacity to develop the God-like pow- 
ers given him, the fact still remains that 
its general truths are confirmed by the 
history and experience of civilized man; 
and that which modern research evolves 
from the philosophy, religion and history 
of the peoples of the earth is practically 
valueless, save where it approximates the 
great laws of Moses.’’ 

For years Mr. Baer was a Sunday School 
teacher, and he always encouraged his own 
family, as well as pastors, in the work 
of the Sunday School, recognizing it as 
an indispensable agency of the Church for 
systematic and associated Bible study. 

The passage from Jeremiah which I 
have quoted reminds us that on numerous 
occasions Mr. Baer always stood for his- 
torical Christianity. On one occasion, when 
he spoke on the Pennsylvania German, he 
said: 

‘¢Positive, practical Christianity must 
be taught; a grace-bearing, historical 
Christianity that holds fast to the form 
of sound words and is not swept away by 
every wind of doctrine. I do not know 
what greater good the Pennsylvania Ger- 
mans could do for this continent than to 
hold fast and extend their childlike, stead- 
fast, trusting faith in God.’’ 

Then, referring to the fact that we are 
living in an age of rationalism and ma- 
terialism, he said: 

“*But in religion I feel like heeding Jer- 
emiah’s advice: ‘Stand ye in the ways 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your souls.’ ’’ 

He believed, however, that the attitude 
toward historical Christianity must be lib- 
eral. It must be true to the spirit of our 

' institutions and the theory of our govern- 
ment. He reminds us: 
_ . "The wisdom of the world is not the 
product of any one man, or of any one 
age. The fundamental truths, principles 
-and policies, on which our civilization is 
founded are the slow growth of ages. 
They have come down to us through tribu- 
lation. The law of development (evolution, 
if you prefer the modern terms), governs 
them as really as it does the physical uni- 
verse. Progress is safe only when it be- 
comes a development of the accumulated 
wisdom and experiences of the past. In 
our day we need to heed the injunction 
_ ‘to beware of false prophets.’ The present 
. tendency is to lend itching ears to strange 
F doctrines.’’ 
On the occasion of an inauguration of a 
President of Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, Mr. Baer said: 


_ **We believe in historical development, 
growth, evolution, but we respect and 
honor the past. 
no ‘dead past.’ The life of the present 
flows through the stems and _ branches, 
whose still living roots were planted in 
the distant past when civilization began; 
in that misty dawn of history of which 
we have no elear record; the remote past, 
when ‘the morning stars sang together 
and the sons of God shouted for joy.’ ’’ 

_ **Tn our day there is a marked tendency 
yward destructive criticism. Intellectual 
y and irreverence seek to create a new 
ven and a new earth with conceded in- 
acity to create a new man or to modify 
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In any real sense there is, 


monium. The truth is not the truth as it 
has been revealed to us, or as it has been 
developed through the sufferings, tribula. 
tions and mighty efforts of the ages and 
accepted by common consent; but it is 
something which they themselves have 
evolved; and, assuming the dolorous visage 
of martyrs, they tell us they must go where 
the truth leads—that is, where their con- 
ception of the truth leads. This kind of 
thinking invades all modern conditions. 
We find it in politics, where the voice of 
vociferous, megacephalous politicians is 
arrogantly called the voice of the people. 
We find it in theology, where everything 
is being done to destroy that faith of the 
people which in trials and sufferings has 
brought comfort and peace to so many 
souls; and that, too, without substituting 
for it even an hypothesis to foreshadow 
like blessings. It is, indeed, marvelous that 
under these adverse circumstances the 
morals and character generally of the peo- 
ple have been preserved.’’ 

We do well, in these times, called the 
‘*Reconstruction Period,’’ not to forget 
the old paths and to avail ourselves of the 
wisdom of the prophets and Apostles and 
saints of old who have spoken the words 
of truth. And this leads us! to note the 
only absolute principles which God has 
given us to govern life and conduct. These 
Mr. Baer clearly saw. On the occasion of 
the dedication of the new Theological Sem- 
inary building at Lancaster, May 10, 1894, 
he summed up his address with these mag- 
nificent, splendid words, which come as a 
message of life to us today. He said: 

‘‘We are here to-day to dedicate this 
school of the prophets. May it teach a 
theology pure, broad and tolerant, whose 
ultimate test of orthodoxy shall be in con- 
formity to that first and great command- 
ment: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind’; and a sociology 
whose fundamental, central and crowning 
principles shall be founded on that other 
commandment: ‘Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself; for on these two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets.’ ’” 

He understood clearly that a doctrine 
or a creed, if true, must be practical, con- 
structive, enlarging and vitalizing. 

Speaking of what can be done to bring 
about a more just and equal distribution 
of wealth and to improve human condi- 
tions, Mr. Baer well said: 

‘‘The solution seems to be beyond the 
limitations of mere worldly legislation. 
The remedy, such as it is, comes as a echal- 
lenge from another world; appealing to our 
moral and religious natures; softening our 
hearts to a true realization of the great 
brotherhood of man; impelling each one to 
become a Good Samaritan, and answering 
the demand of St. John: ‘Whoso hath this 
world’s goods, and seeth his brother have 
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need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in him?? ’’ 

Years ago, in speaking at the dedica- 
tiom of a new wing of the Reading Hos- 
pital, he well said: 


‘«We must take heart for the future and 
not be despondent. ‘The life of Christ is 
permeating the world and the (Christian 
teachings of Christ are being manifested 
in the deeds of men. What finer exhibition 
of Christian doctrine can there be than the 
founding of a hospital! When we analyze 
the teachings of<Christ, how much are we 
struck with the fact that relief of human 
suffering was a cardinal factor in His 
teaching.’’ 

And then, referring to the answer to the 
question of the disciples of John the Bap- 
tist, and our Lord’s pieture of the final 
judgment when the reward was given to 
those who gave meat to the hungry, drink 
to the thirsty, he concluded by saying: 

‘‘Love to God and one’s neighbor shown 
in acts of merey, help: and charity to our 
fellow-men, is the sum of Christ’s teach- 
ing. 93 

Mr. Baer caught the great truth running 
through all divine revelation and of life, 
which he brought to bear forcibly in his 
famous address on ‘‘ Work is Worship.’’ 
He believed that the most society can do 
is to give every man an equal chance of 
developing and using his powers ‘and to 
secure him his reward according to his 
work. He agreed with this old idea of 
equality of opportunity and he used to 
quote, as representing the equal chance, 
the statement of Charles Kingsley, in an- 
swer to a criticism on ‘‘Alton Locke’’: 


‘‘True socialism, true liberty, brother- ~ 


‘hood and true equality (not the carnal, 
dead-level equality of the communist, but 
the spiritual equality of the Church ‘idea, 
which gives every man an equal chance of 
developing and using God’s gifts, and re- 
wards every man according to his work, 
without respect to persons), is only to be 


found in Ley alty and obedience to Christ’s”” 


teachings.’ 

And I think that the voice of our friend 
and brother speaks the word of life to us 
at this critical time when he said, in his 
address on ‘Civil Liberties ond the Re- 
formed Church’? 

‘<The past is secure. 
ture? New problems confront us. Liberty 
regulated by law is ever in need of faith- 
ful defenders. The tyranny of the king 
is only of kind with the lawlessness, the 
selfishness, the covetousness, the unbridled 
license and the wickedness of the many. 
Every country needs courageous men of 
upright and pure lives to mold and direct 
the affairs of the government. Christian 
duty and good citizenship cannot be separ- 


ated. A man cannot be a good ‘Christian 
and a bad eitizen. Our atanserds of civie 
duty must be raised, until dishonesty, brib- 


ery and selfishness in publie life will be as 
as immorality and dishonesty in 
private life. The Church must not under- 
take civil government, but it must create 
good citizens, as capable of the heroic self- 
sacrifice in the cause of human freedom, as 
the mighty men of the sixteenth century 
who laid the broad and deep foundations 
of civil and religious liberty on which our 
incomparable modern civilization has been 
built.’? 

In view of these sound teachings and the 
influence these two men have exerted—one 


odious 


a pastor, whose love for the children and 
whose childlike faith gave him power with 
God and mar, and whose memorial faces us 
in this beautiful window, representing 
Christ blessing the little ehildren—and the 


other memorial, as represented by this 


tablet, commemorating the building of the 
splendid front to this building,—we can 
well say, it is proper to honor these great 


spirits of the past and hear their voices 
saving to us to-night: 


What of the fu- 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


‘‘Train up a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old he 
will not depart therefrom.’’ 


‘“«Thus saith the Lord: Stand ye 
in the ways and see and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein and ye shall 
find rest for your souls.’’ 


‘‘Jesus said unto him: Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul 
and with all thy mind; This is the 
first and great-commandment and 
the second is like unto it: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two Commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.’’ 


And one thought more. This beautiful 
building, erected where the old Church 
stood, is hallowed, not only by special acts 
of consecration, but by the praise and 
prayer and worship of nearly three-quarters 
of a century and to the eye of reverent 
faith is studded as thickly with the shin- 
ing tokens and memorials of the divine 
presence and favor vouchsafed to the fath- 
ers and children of several generations, as 
a bright night is studded with stars. How 
many faithful souls have been made meet 
on this spot by the Word and worship of 
God, to work for God, for an inheritance 
among the saints in light, time alone will 
disclose. Is it not inspiring to believe that 
they, a cloud of witnesses, are looking 
down upon us from the heavenly world as 
we are this day engaged in this memorial 
service? And the boundless spiritual bless- 
ings bestowed upon them and us should not 
only awaken in our hearts feelings of grat- 
itude to God, but should constrain us to 
call upon our souls and all the powers with- 
in us to praise and bless the Lord and also 
impel us here to-day to register the old 
vow of whole-hearted devotion and love 
with a new meaning. - 

“Tf I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning: If I do 


not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 


to the roof of my mouth if I prefer not 
Jerusalem above my chief joy.’’ 


LAWRENCE MARTIN SMITH 


The many friends in the Reformed 
Church of Rey. and Mrs. Charles M. Smith 
will be grieved to learn of the sudden 


‘ death, on September 15th, of their only 


son, Lawrence Martin Smith, aged 15 years, 
5 months and 7 days. 

Lawrence was a bright and stwdious boy, 
and his artistic turn of mind and apprecia- 
tion of good literature were far above 
those of the average lad of his age. His 
courteous deportment and manly character 
endeared him to all who knew him. He 
was a boy of strong religious convictions 
and firm Christian faith, and he was a 
regular attendant of the Sunday School and 
Church services of Christ Reformed Church, 
Middletown, Maryland, of which he was a 
confirmed member. 

His sorrowing parents have the heart- 
felt sympathy of the entire community in 
which they live. 
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The funeral took place from G| 
Church, his pastor, Rey. Dr. George \ Ibe: 
Snyder, officiating, assisted by Rev. 8. 
Hedges. ‘The fioral tributes were num 
ous and handsome. 


SARAH JANE SHOOK — 


On September 5, 1919, at her hor 
Curllsville, Clarion County, Pa., Sarah 
Shook, wife of David Shook, departed 
life, aged 77 years, 3 months, 20 days. 
was a daughter of Mr, and Mrs, 
Downs, and was born in Madison | 
ship, May 16, 1842. She was marr 
David Van ‘Dyke on November 28 
To this union two children were b 
son and one daughter. Mr. Van Dy 
ed in the Civil War and died in And 
ville Prison, October 1, 1864. She 
united in marriage to ‘David Shook 
ber 12, 1869. Had she lived until Oc 
12, they could have celebrated their 
wedding. To this union five child 
born. She is survived by her husba 
six children: J. L. Van Dyke, Conno: 
sing, Butler ee Mrs. E, 
Sligo; Mrs. W. Stowart, 5 
W. J. J. Ee ie. Ls Shook, 
ville, Pa.; one brother, W. G. 
one sister, Mrs. Maggie Mo 
Rimersburg. .One daughter, 


She is also survived by 36 g 
and 20 great-grandchildren. = 
Mrs. Shook united with the C 
her girlhood days and was a fai 
ber until her death, bringing h 
with her, all being confirmed n 
the Church. She will be 
Chureh and Sabbath School. 
years she lived more than Be 
the Chureh and was very s 
without a good excuse. She wile 
contributor to the support of the 
and a devout reader of the ‘‘ 
for almost 50 years. She was ¢ 
of the Woman’s Missionary § 
ee since it was organi 
7, 1885, was the first President, and 
as delegate to represent the s 
missionary conventions. ic 
She was well acquainted with 
tures, having committed quite a 
of the New Testament to memo: 
was a comfort in her last 
also aided her in teaching in the & 
School, which she often did 
declining years of life kept h 
‘She was a loving e and 
will be greatly missed by he 
What is their loss is her eternal 
have one more jewel in heaven 
Mother Shook was’a kind 
many ean ‘testify; in times of 
sorrow her presence was as bali 
afflicted. She was never know 
an enemy, and was highly es 
every one who knew her, which 
ed by the large attendance at her 
Her sons and sons-in-law acted 
bearers. The funeral services 
ducted by R. J. A. Howe, of the 
Church, text Rev. 14: 13, assiste 
S$. D, Richards, WB: Purdy, 
MeCurdy. Interment was made 
formed and Lutheran cemetery 
ville. ‘ 2 7. 


